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• Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 



Project Description 



This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source 
materials into their classrooms. It consists of teaching units on Alabama history 
organized in ten chronological/subject areas: 



• Creek War, 1813-1814 

• Settlement 

• Slavery 

• Civil War 

• Reconstruction 

• 1901 Constitution 

• World War I 

• Depression/New Deal 

• World War H 

• Civil Rights Movement 



While these units cover some of the most critical and significant periods in Alabama 
history, the selected lessons are meant to be representative rather than comprehensive. 
These units were designed to augment the study of Alabama, yet they are useful in the 
study of the United States, the world, and the social studies in general. The documents 
can also be used to supplement the study of other curriculums. 

Each unit contains background information for the teacher and is made up of several 
lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, suggested activities, and documents. 
Documents are reproduced in the original form and transcribed when necessary. Primary 
source materials may be printed and reproduced for classroom use. Lessons can be used 
without modification, adapted for specific class use, or entire new lessons and activities 
may be created based on the primary source materials provided. 



Purpose of the Project 

The 1992 Alabama Social Studies Course of Studies emphasized the use of primary 
source documents to "enrich the social studies program and enable students to visualize 
and empathize with people of other times and places." These documents help students 
vividly understand the feelings and actions of Jeremiah Austin at the Canoe Fight of 
1813, of riders on the first integrated buses in Montgomery at the conclusion of the 
famous bus boycott, of women nursing wounded Civil War soldiers, and of destitute 
Alabama families during the Depression. These documents enrich the study of Alabama 
history and the study of all civilizations. 




3 



The Alabama Department of Archives and History is the official repository for Alabama 
government documents and holds many of the most important books, documents, visual 
materials and artifacts that document the history of Alabama and the South. The purpose 
of this project is to bring those materials to students, and to organize them in such a way 
that teachers can easily utilize them in the classroom. 
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This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source 
materials into their classrooms. Each unit contains background information for the 
teacher and is made up of several lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, 
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transcribed when necessary. Primary source materials may be printed and reproduced for 
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or entire new lessons and activities may be created based on the primary source materials 
provided. 



Using Primary Sources in the Classroom: 



Slavery Unit 



Introduction to the Slavery Unit: 

No subject in the American past has incited greater discussion and inflamed more 
controversy than slavery. From the arrival of the first Afncans at Jamestown in 1619, 
through the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, to contemporary historical debates, the 
presence and enslavement of Afncans has been defended, attacked and analyzed. It was 
primarily the issue of slavery that thrust the nation into an agonizing and costly Civil War 
more than a century ago and the impact of the experience of slavery is still reverberating 
through Black and White America today. For people living in the last half of the 
twentieth century, it is difficult to comprehend exactly what slavery must have meant to 
white and black people over a hundred years ago. 

What was slavery like? The answer to that depends on your point of view. There were 
good masters and bad ones; there were compliant slaves and reluctant ones; there were 
some slaves who were cherished as fnends and members of the family and others who 
were considered simply possessions. The lessons in this unit view slavery from the 
perspective of the former slave, the former slaveholder, and from the legal perspective. 
The documents in this unit, while generated in Alabama, are universal in providing some 
understanding of slavery. 



Lesson 1: Slave Code of 1833 



1. Background information for teachers: 

The Africane, the first slave ship to bring slaves to the area, entered the port of Mobile in 
1721. In 1724 the French Code Noir was extended into the Mobile area and provided the 
basic laws and conditions of slavery. Additional laws were passed to regulate slavery 
after Alabama became a territory and then a state. The antebellum legal status of slaves 
and "free persons of color" in the state of Alabama was defined and codified in the Slave 
Code of 1833. The laws discussed runaways, emancipation, sale, and other matters 
pertaining to slaves. 



2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Describe laws relating to slaves. 

2. Define "free persons of color." 

3. Explain the difference in laws relating to slaves and free persons of color. 

4. Describe the way slaves were treated. 

5. Explain the conditions (laws) of emancipation. 



3. Suggested Activities for entire lesson: 

1. Make a classroom set of Document 1, the Alabama Slavery Code of 1833. 

2. Ask students to read the slave codes silently, or if you prefer, read aloud 
and have them follow along. 

3. Make a classroom set of Documents 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, and 15. 

4. Divide students into pairs and distribute a different document to each pair 
of students. 
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5. Ask students to read their document and then determine which law in the 
slave code applies to the circumstances described in their document. 
Depending on age and ability of students, you may need to help some of 
your students with this activity. 

6. Ask students to write a paragraph stating the issue in their document, i.e., 
bounty hunter, runaway, emancipation, free Negro, etc., and which law 
applies and why. 

7. Ask one of the pair to read their paragraph to the class until all documents 
have been identified and explained. 

8. For further discussion or homework, ask students to assume the role of the 
person in their document and write a letter to the governor of Alabama 
about what is happening to them and what they think should be done in 
relation to the slave code. 



Suggested Activities for Younger Students 
Suggested activity #1 : 

1. Make copies of Document 2 and distribute to students. 

2. Ask students what code (law) they think may be pictured here. (See 1833 
code, p. 392, ib. Sec. 14/17) 

3. What other animals are slaves forbidden to own? (See next law 15/18) 

4. Ask students why they think slaves were not allowed to own animals. 

5. Write a short story about this picture; color the picture and use it to 
illustrate the story. 

Suggested activity #2; 

1. Define Emancipation for students. 

2. Read the law from Document 1 relating to emancipation. 

3. List the ways a slave could be emancipated. 

4. How did being a "free person of color" differ from being a slave? 

5. Read Document 3 . 
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6. Why did free persons of color have to have three people act as security? 

7. Why was a $ 1 ,000 bond necessary? 

8. Use your text or other references to find out more about Horace King and 
write a paragraph about him. Why do you think King was emancipated? 

Suggested activity #3 (close reading activity) 

1. Make copies of Document 15 and distribute to the students 

2. Ask students to read the document and fill in Worksheet 1 . 

3. Discuss the purpose of this document. Why do you think it was written? 



Documents 

Document 1: John G. Akin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Alabama - 1833, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/docl .html 

Document 2: Nathan H. Glick, Pen and ink drawings, LPR 92, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc2.html 

Document 3: "An act to Emancipate Horace King, a slave," Acts of Alabama - 
1845, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc3.html 

Document 4: "An act to authorize Abraham Shanklin to emancipate a certain 
slave," Acts of Alabama - 1844, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ 
slavery/lessonl/doc4.html 

Document 5: "Letter from R.J. Nickels to Dr. W.B. Hall, 15 March 1859," 
William Boimell Hall Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ 
slavery/lesson 1 /doc5 .html 

Document 6; "Conveyance certificate, 23 December 1858," William Bonnell Hall 
Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc6.html 
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Document 7: "Receipt, 25 October 1856," William Bonnell Hall Papers, 

Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc7.html 

Document 8: "Receipt, 15 June 1844," Reuben Bennett Business Records, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc8.html 

Document 9: "Receipt, 29 April 1840," Reuben Bennett Business Records, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc9.html 

Document 10: "Receipt, 10 January 1833," Reuben Bennett Business Records, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doclO.html 

Document 11: "Conveyance/Deed of Gift, 1 March 1860," Reuben Bennett 
Business Records, Alabama Dept of Archives and History, Montgomery, Al. 
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/docll.html 

Document 12: "Runaway Notice," Macon Banner, 1845 June 5, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/docl2.html 

Document 13: "Letter from Jas. W. Campbell to Mrs. Hall, 24 July 1860," 
William Bonnell Hall Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ 
slavery/lessonl/docl3.html 

Document 14: "Letter from ? to W.B. Hall, 4 August 1860," William Bonnell 
Hall Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/ 
docl4.html 

Document 15: "Church certificate, 1859," W.B. Ray Letter and Certificate, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/docl5.html 

Document 16: "Clothing the negroes," James A. Tait Memorandum Book, Tait 
Family Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/ 
teacher/ slavery/lesson 1 /doc 1 6.html 
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Code Noir of Louisiana 



Code Noir of Louisiana 
1724 

A Royal Edict Touching on the State and Discipline of the Black Slaves of Louisiana, 
Given at Versailles in the Month of March 1724 

Louis, by the grace of God, King of France and Navarre, to all present and to come. 
Salvation. . . . We have judged that it was a matter of our authority and our justice, for the 
conservation of this colony, to establish there a law and certain rules to maintain there the 
discipline of the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church and to arrange that which concerns 
the state and quality of slaves in the said Isles. . . . 

II 

All the slaves who will be in our said province will be instructed in the Roman Catholic 
and Apostolic religion and baptized. . . . 

III 

We forbid all the exercises of a religion other than the Roman Catholic Apostolic: We 
wish that the offenders may be punished as rebels and disobedient persons to our 
commands. . . . 



IV 

No persons will be appointed overseers for the direction of Negroes who have not made a 
profession of the Roman Catholic Apostolic religion, under pain of confiscation of the 
said Negroes of the master who has appointed them and pain of arbitrary punishment of 
the overseers who have accepted the said direction. 

V 

We order all our subjects, of whatever condition they may be, to observe regularly 
Sundays and Feast days; we forbid them on the said days, from the hour of midnight all 
the way to the next midnight, to work or to work their slaves in the cultivation of land or 
in all other works on pain of fine and arbitrary punishment for the masters and of 
confiscation of the slaves, who will be caught at work. Yet, they [masters] will be able to 
send their slaves to market. 



VI 




6 



13 



We forbid our whites subjects of either sex to contract marriage with blacks under pain of 
punishment and arbitrary fine; [we forbid] pastors, priests, missionaries either secular or 
religious, and even chaplains on ships to marry them [white-black couple]. We also 
forbid our said white subjects, even freed blacks or those bom free, to live in 
concubinage with slaves. We wish that those, who will have had one or several children 
by such a union, together with the masters who have permitted them, may be sentenced 
each to a fine of 300 livres; and if they are masters of the slave by whom they will have 
had the said children, they may be deprived of the slave as well as the children, who may 
be assigned to the workhouse of the place without the ability ever to be freed. We do not 
intend the present article to hold force, however, when a black man, freed or freeborn, 
who was not married during his concubinage with his slave woman, will espouse in the 
manner prescribed by the church the said slave woman, who will be freed by this means 
and the children rendered free and legitimate. 

VII 

The solemnities prescribed by the Ordinance of Blois and by the Declaration of 1639 for 
marriages will be observed with regard to free persons as well as slaves, yet without the 
consent of the mother and father of the slave being necessary, but only the consent of the 
master. 



VIII 

We very expressly forbid curates to go on with the marriage of slaves if it does not 
appear that they have the consent of their masters. We also forbid masters to constrain 
their slaves in any way to marry against their wishes. 

IX 

The children bom of marriages between slaves will be slaves, and if the husbands and 
wives have different masters, the children are to belong to the masters of the female 
slaves and not to those of the husbands. 



X 

We wish, if a slave husband has married a free woman, that the children, both male and 
female, follow the condition of their mother and be as free as she, notwithstanding the 
servitude of their father; if their father is free and the mother a slave, the children are 
likewise slaves. 



XI 

Masters will be bound to bury their baptized slaves in holy ground in cemeteries set aside 
for this purpose; with regard to those who will die without having received baptism, they 
will be buried that night in some field in the neighborhood of the place where they died. 



XII 



We forbid slaves to bear any offensive arms or large sticks . . . 

XIII 

We likewise forbid slaves belonging to different masters to gather in a crowd either day 
or night under the pretext of a wedding or otherwise, be it at their masters’ homes or 
elsewhere, and still less on great thoroughfares or remote places under pain of corporal 
punishment, which will not be less than the whip and [branding with] the fleur de Lis. . . . 

xrv 

Masters who will be convicted of having permitted or tolerated such assemblies . . . will 
be sentenced ... to pay for all the damage that will have been done in their neighborhood 
on the occasion of such assemblies and a fine of 300 livres for the first offense and 
double that for the next. 



XV 

We forbid slaves to offer for sale in a market or to take to their own houses for sale any 
sort of provisions, even finits, vegetables, firewood, herbs, forage for animals, any sort of 
grain, or any other merchandise, household things or clothing, without the express written 
permission of their masters . . . 



XVI 

For this purpose we wish that two persons be appointed for each market ... to examine 
the produce and merchandise that will be brought by slaves together with the written 
notes ... of their masters. 



XVII 

We permit all our subjects living in the country [Louisiana] to seize all the goods borne 
by slaves without tickets [written permission] from their masters to return them at once to 
their masters if they live in the neighborhood where the slaves will have been captured; 
otherwise, the good will be sent at once to the nearest company store to be warehoused 
until the masters have been notified. 



XVIII 

We wish that the officers of our Superior Council of Louisiana send their opinion on the 
quantity of food and the quality of clothes that would be suitable for masters to furnish 
their slaves; what food ought to be provided them each week and the clothing each year 
in order for us to make a decision about it. Meanwhile, we permit the said officers to 
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regulate the provision of the said food and clothing. We prohibit the masters of the said 
slaves to give them any sort of brandy in place of the said food and clothing. 

XIX 

We likewise forbid them [masters] to relieve themselves of the nourishment and 
subsistence of their slaves by permitting them to work a certain day of the week for their 
own account. 



XX 

Slaves who are not fed, clothed, and kept up by their masters can report it to the 
Pocurator General of the said Council or to lesser officers of justice and place their 
memoranda in their hands, on the basis of which ... the masters will be pursued at the 
request of the said Procurator General, and without cost; this is what we wish to be 
observed regarding the crimes and barbarous and inhuman treatment of masters toward 
their slaves. 



XXI 

Slaves weakened by old age, illness, or otherwise, whether the illness be incurable or not, 
will be fed and kept up by their masters, and in case they have abandoned them, the 
slaves will be assigned to the nearest hospital, for which the masters will be sentenced to 
pay eight sols a day for the nourishment and maintenance of each slave . . . 

XXVII 

The slave who will have struck his master, his mistress, the husband of his mistress, or 
their children, either in the face or resulting in a bruise or the outpouring of blood, will be 
punished by death. 



XXVIII 

And as to abuse and assault that will be committed by slaves against free persons, we 
wish that they be severely punished, even by death if it falls due. . . . 

XXXVIII 

We also forbid all of our subjects of the said country, of whatever quality or condition 
they may be, to engage in, or by their private authority to have others engage in, the 
torture or the racking of slaves, under whatever pretext it may be; nor to do them, or to 
have others do them, any mutilation, under pain of confiscation of the slaves and of being 
proceeded against extraordinarily. We permit them [masters], when they believe their 
slaves will have merited it, only to bind them and to beat them with rods or cords. 



XXXIX 



We order the officers of justice established in the said country to proceed criminally 
against the masters and overseers who will have killed their slaves or will have mutilated 
them while under their power or under their direction and to punish the murder according 
to the atrocity of the circumstances. In case their is cause to discharge them, we permit 
the dismissal of the masters as well as the overseers without there being need to obtain 
from us letters of grace. 



XL 

We wish that the slaves be considered personal property . . . 

XLIII 

Yet we wish that the husband, his wife, and their prepubescent children not be able to be 
seized or sold separately if they are all under the power of the same master: We declare 
null the separate seizures and sales that may be done. . . . 

XLIV 

We also wish that slaves ages fourteen and under and up to sixty, attached to lands or to 
dwellings and actually working there, not to be able to be seized for debts other than one 
owing to the price of their purchase, unless the lands or the dwelling might actually be 
seized. . . . 

(J. Duboys, Recueils de Reglemens, Edits, Declarations et Arrets, Concernant le 
Commerce, I 'Administration de la Justice, & la Police des Colonies Francoises de 
I 'Amerique & les Engages, avec le Code Noir et V Addition Audit Code. [Paris, Chez les 
Libraires Associez, 1744-1745], 135-56 passim. The above translation by Douglas 
Slawson). 
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Worksheet 1 



1. The church was located in County. 

2. The denomination of the Antioch church was . 

3. The owner of Mary when she joined the church was and 

then and . 

4. The date of this document is . 

5. The name of the church clerk was 
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BEST COPY AVASLABLE 



SLAVES, AND FREE PERS,ONS OF COLOR. aoi 

in tliis act contained, shall be construed to extend to any keel-boat or Thin act not 
biu-gc engaged in the navigation of the Mobile, Alabama, or Tombeck- ‘ 
bee rivers, or their tributaries. cer'^min”" ' 

rivers. 



SLAVES, AND FREE PERSONS OF COLOR. 

§ 1. The general assembly shall have no power to pass laws for thecon aio. 
emancipation of slaves, witliout the consent of their owners, or without^^*- *■ 
paying their owners, previous to such emancipation, a full equivalent in^l“?“'^ 
money for the slaves so emancipated. They, shall have no power to pre- cow«r« nr , 
vent emigrants to this stale from bringing with them sueb persons asL&y'Vn 
are deemed slaves by the laws of any one of the United Slates, so long as "> 

any person of the same ago or description shall be continued in slurry*""'"’ 
by the laws of this state : rrovided, That such person or slave bo the 
bona Me property of such emigrants : ^nd provided alao. That laws 
may bo passed to prohibit the introduction into this state of slaves who 
have committed high crimes in other slates or territories. They shall 
have power to pass laws to permit the owners of slaves to cmancipale 
them, saving the rights of creditors, and preveiiling them from becoin- ' 

mg a piiblic charge. They shall have full power to prevent . slaves 
from being brought into tliie state as morcliandise, and also to oblige 
the .'owners of slaves to treat them with humanity, to provide for Uiem 
necessary food and clotlnrig, to abstain fiom all injuries to them- ex-' 
tending to life or limb, and, in case of their neglect or refusal to com- 
ply with the directions of such laws, to have such slave or slaves sold 
for the benefit of the owner or owners. 

§ 2. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of a higher grade than sm-.g. 
petit larceny, tlie general assembly shall have no power to deprive tliem friai'ibi 
of an impartial trial by; a petit jury. orJmea. 

§ 3. Any person who shall maliciously dismember or deprive a slave str,. a 
• of life, shall suffer [such punishment as would he inflicted in case 
like offence hod been committed on a free white person, and' on the Biave'*'*"*"® 
like ‘proof, except in case of insurrection of such slave. 

§ 4. No slave shall bo admitted a witness a^inst any person, in any 
matter, .cause, or thing whatsoever, civil or criminal, except in criminal 
cases, in which the eWdence of one slave slidl he admitted for or KvifnViS 
against another slave. cAceptin 

§5. No slave shall go from the tenement of his master or other 
person with whom he lives, without a pass, or some letter or token, 
whereby it may appear that he is proceeding by authority from his wiumuti™” 
msaier, employer, or overseer ; if he docs, it shall be lawful for any 
person to apprehend and carry him before a justice of the peace, to bo 
ay his order punisliGd with stripes, or not at his discretion, not ex- 
ceeding twenty stripes. 

§ 0. Jf any slave shall presume to come and be upon the plantation n. ser^. 3. 
of any person whatsoever, without leave in writing from his or her 
•0\^er or overseer, not being sent upon lawful business, it shoU be S"y 
lawful for the owner or overseer of such plantation, to give or order 
such slave ton lashes on his or her bare back, for every such oifencc. it*>s* 

§7. No slave shall keep or carry any gun, powder, shot, club, or /».&«.♦. 
other weapon whatsoever, oflbnsivc or defensive, except ilie tools given to 

him to work with, unless he is ordered by his master, misti-ess; or o®n‘- 
overseer, to carry, the said articles from one place to another ; but 80^^ 
and every gun, weapon, or ammunition, found in tho possession or 
custody of any slave, may be seized by any person, and upon due 
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weapone proof made thereoff before any justice of the peace of tlfe county or 
coiporalion where such seizure shall be made, shdl; by hie oi*der, be 
ihcrcgf. foricitcd to the seizer, to his own use; and moreover, every such' 
oHender shall receive, by order of such justice, any number of lashes 
not exceeding thirty-nine, oh Jiis bare back, for every such offence: 
May bell: l^Tovidedy That any justico of the peace may grant, in his proper 

Fy"^n*wui^ writing to any slave; on application Of hismas- 

iniheir own* ter or overseer, to carry and use a gun and nmmiiiiiiioii within the 
w^ih^wnVfllinnts of said master^ or owiier'e plantation, for a term not ex6eed- 
oonseni. ing one year, and revocable at any time within such term, at the dis- 
cretion ofsaid justice; ' ' 

§ 8. And to pi’cvent the inconveuiences arising froin the meeting of 
'slaves. Be ii enacted^ That if any master, mistress, or overseer of a 
family shall knowingly perinii or sufier any slave not belonging to him 
or her, to be and remain in or about his or her house or kilcheu, or 
ihfi?7p‘!ani“^^ plantation, above four hours at any one time, without 

lioiiB,* leave of the owner or overseer of such slave, he or she so permitting, 
shall forfeit and pay ten dollars for every such offence ; and every 
owner or overseer ofa plantation, who shall so permit or suffer more than 
five negroes or slaves, other Ihan his or her own, to remain upon his or 
her plantation or quarter at any one lime, shall forfeit and pay ten dollars 
for each= negro or slave above that number, which said several forfeitures 
shall be to the informer, and recoverable with costs, before ony justice 
of the peace of the county or corporation where such ofience shall be 
committed : Provided^ That notliing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to prohibit' the negroes or slaves pf ; one aiur the same owner, 
though seated at different quarters, from nseeting with'lhcif owner’s or 
overseer’s leave, upon any plantation to sueh owner belonging; nor to 
restrain the meeting of slaves, on their owner’s or overseers business, 
at any public mill; nor* to prohibit their meeting on any other lawful 
occasion, by license in wriliugfrom their owncl or overseer, nor their 
going to church, and attending divine service on the Lord’s day, and 
between sunrisiiig and sunsetting. 

ih. See., e. § 9. Riots, routs, unlawful assemblies, tree passes, and seditious 
^ slave or slaves, shallTie punished* with stripes, not ex- 
iBhftd with coeding thirty-nine, at Uie discretion of a justice of the peace ; and he 
apprehend and carry him, her, or them, before such 
justice. ' ’ * 

Mh.see. 7 . § 10. If any white person, free negro or mulatto, shall at any tiina 
* whlio'pfjraon foiind in company with slaves, at any unlawful meeting, such per- 
fbriauendingspn being ihoreof convicted before any justice Of the peace, shall forfeit 
pay twenty dollars for every, such offence, to the informer, reco- 
harboring vcralilo With cosiH boforc HiWh j us I i cel 

‘ §11* Every justice of the peace, upon his own knowledge of such 
luBUcMof meeting, or information iliereof to him made within ten days 

thA tMoco In after, shall issue his warrant to apprcliond the jiemotis so met or os- 
6embled, arid cause them to be brought before him, or some other 
njocitngs.^ justice of his county or corporation, to be dealt wltli as tiiia act directs; 

and every justice failing herein, shall forfeit and pay ten dollars for 
Pennityon every silch failure V «dd every sheriff' or other officer, who shall foil, 
oihor^ffl”^ upon* knowledge or information of such meeting, to endeavor to Slip* 
egra fur not the ’SHI lie, and bring the offenders before some justice of the 
peace to receive dun punishment, shall be liable to Uie like peimUy of 
■ ten dpllam ; hoUi which penalties shall be to tlic informer, and reco- 
verable with cdstsj Hy action of debt, in any county or corponUiop 
court; and^dvery imd'ef-shcrff,'pr constable iiHio; upon knowledge or 
infortnatibn of such meetiiig, shall fail to perform his duty iu suppress* 



iiiilttwAit 

inoAtlngs. 



Document 1: John G. Akin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Aiabama - 1833, 
Aiabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Aiabama, Page 3 



14 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



39d 



SLAVES, AND FREE PERSONS OF OOLOR. 

‘ W ili 0 ; 8 ainc, ami apprehemling Uie pcreons so assembled, shall for- 
' fcit and pay ten dollars for every simli fatluro,,io the iiifurtner, rcco- 

' vemble witit costs, before any juslicq of tlio county or eorOoration 

, wlinroin such failure' slmll be. ‘ 

, § 12 . No person wJialSoovor slinll buy,:^ell, or receive, of, to, or from u. sev. a 

ft slave, any cpnimodity whatsoever, without Uie leave or conBeilt oi'T’nidingwith 
the master, owner, or overseer of such slave, expressive of Uie ’ 

I clos'so permitted to bo bought, sold, or bartered. And if any person 
I shall presume m .dcal wi!h^ any slave, without such leave .or consent, 
he or she so oflencling, shall forfeit and pay to the master or owner of? 
such slave, four times the value of the tiling so bought, sold, or rc.-PouaUy. 
ceived, to be recovered with costs by action upon the case, in any 
court having cognizance of the same, and shall also forfeit and pay the. 
further suin of twenty dollars, to any person. who will sue for iho “ 

same, witli costs before any justice of tho peace ; or on failure or re- 
fusal so to pay, shall, by order of Biicb juslice, be committed to prison, 

, until he or she make such payment ; and any slave offering, to soli any PnniH/uueni 
article, wiihoul leave in writing from his master or owner, shaD re- 
coive tea lashes, by order ol any justice of ibo peace before whom 
or she ia Convicted. • » ^ 

§ ,13. If any master Or Owner of a slave, shall h'censc such slave to /*.&«. lo. 
go at large and trade os a freomnu, the master dr owner shall forfeit 
and piw the sum of fifty dollars, oiib moiety to the use of ajiy person iiavas 
suing for tlio same, and tlio other moiety to the use of the territory ; Acumen ““ 
and if after qonvicUoii, such slave shall he found so going at large and ’ 
trading, vthe master or overseer shall again be liable to the like peiial- 
, ty, to be recovered as aforesaid, and so, as often after conviction as 
, such slave shall be found bo going at large and iniding. 

§ 14. If .any person shall permit his or her slave to go at large, or m. ii. 
hire him qr hcrsciroaU every person or persons so ofTondiug, shall 
forlcit^and pay to the use of the territory, die stun of fifty dollars { and Uiumaeivoa 
italmirbe lawful for any person to approlieiid and carry such slave 
before a justice of the peace, in the county or corporation whore ap- 
prehended, ami if it shall appear to die Justice tliat such slave comes wpd« vr pro. 
within, the purview of Uiis ticl, he shall order h in i or her to the jail , 

Ihc.county or corporation, there to be safely kept until die next court, SownTr^ 
when, if it shall bn luudo to appear to tho court, dial the slave ro or- 
dered U> jail hath been permiued or suflered to hire him or herself out, ^ 
contrary to the meaning of this act, the court shall immediately pro- * : 

ceed hj enter up judgnient, and award execution agaiiiet such oflenderi 
for the nmoulU of said forfeiture ^yith costs: Provided, Tliut if die 
owner or Jiolder of such fliavc' or slaves shall enter into bond before ' 
said justice, payable to the governor atul his successors in ollice, widi 
Bullicieut security, in double the amount of said forfeiture, condiiioued 
to appear at the next county court of the proper county, lo do and 're- 
ceive wh^t shall bo enjoined him by die court, dien such slave may 
Imj suffered la remain widi hia or lier owner.' 

§ 15. AD_ mnnway slaves may be lawfully apprehended by any per- m 
eon, and earned before the next justice of the peace, who shall 
commit them tOJlic county jail, or send diem lo die owner, if known, 
who shall pay for every slave so laken up, the sum of six'dollnrs to '^*‘*‘* 
the person appreheiidiiig him or her, ami also all reasoualile costs and 
charges. ■ ^ 

§ 16. And whereas many times slaves run away and lie' out, hid, &«. 73 . 
and lurking in swamps, woods, and odicr obacuni places, killing bogs, 
and comuiitliug oClier injuries to the iuiiabitants of ibis territory; there- to ^ 
fore, Be ii enaciedj That iu ^ such cases, iipou intelligence given of SovJJ/ 

50 * r 

Document 1: John G. Akin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Alabama - 1833, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, Page 4 




15 



22 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



394 



SLAVES, AND FREE PERSONS OF COLOR. 



two or more slaves lying out as aforesaid, any one justice of the peace 
of the county where the slaves arc supposed to lurk or to do mischief, 
is required, by warrant, reciting their names and owners* names if 
known, to direct the provost of the patrols to tnkfi> such power with 
him as he shall think dt and necessary for the effectual apprehending 
of siich outdyiug slave or slaves, and go in search of them, and upon 
their beiug apprehended, to commit them or any of them, to the jail of 
j liis county for further trial ; and for every such out-lying slave by him 
apprehended and committed to jail as aforesaid, ho shaU be entitled to 
Rewordlftr' ^ reward of thirty doUars, to be J)aid out of tlie lernloriul treasury, 
of whicfi siftn shall oe reimbursefl to the treasury by the 
iiavo. owner of such slave : I*rovided, That if the owner be an inhabitant 
of this territory, tlie said- sum shall be added to his tax for the current 
year, and he. collected and accounted for in the same manner as oilier 
public taxes are: ,dnd provided fffoo, That any other person or per- 
sons who shall apprehend and conmiit to jail as aforesaid, any out^ 
lying slave, shall be entitled to the same reward for every such appre- 
hension and commitment. ' - 

/^. Sec. J4. § 17. All slaves are hereby prohibited from keeping dogs, under any 

SrJIfkwp!'* pretence or consideration whatsoever; and the slave or slaves so ofTend- 
iiigdogB. ing, upon complaint thereof before any justice of. the peace, shall be 

, • punished with not exceed iug tw enty-ljve stripe's for every such offence, 

and the master or owner who shall permit his slaves to keep dugs con- 
trary to this law, shall forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars for 
each dog so kept,' to the use of the person complaining; and more-' 
over, shall make good all damages done by doge appertaining to, or 
kepi by any of his or her slaves. 

y*. § 18. No slave shall be allowed to own any horse, mnro, gelding, 

ow»°«ny*^ ‘®or mule ; and if any slave shall actually own such properly, the same • 
shall be forfeited and sold under Uie direction- of the court of the coun- 
ty where such properly sluill ho so owned; one moiety of the pro- 
ceeds for the use of the territory, and the other moiety to any person 
who will sue for the same. It is also forbidden to slaves to keep 
hogs running at large, or to keep in enclosures more than tliey can 
conveniently luaiutain, tlie number of which to be regulated by the 
several owners, and to ho distinctly marked, and register, thereof made 
for the inspection of any person who shall require io sed ilie same. 
i6. le. §:10. And whereas, it has been the humane policy of all civilized 
unu'iuafpu^- nations, whe^^^ has been permitted, to protect this useful but 

cruelty and oppression ; therefore. Be it 
OH uuvAft. enacted. That no cruel or unusual punishment shutl be inflicted ou 
any slave within this lerriloiy. And any owner of slaves authoriz- 
ing or pcnnilling the same, shall, on conviction thereof, before any 
court having cognizance, be fined according to the nature of the of- 
fence, and at the discretion of the ' court, in any sum not exceeding 
two hu milled dollars, for llie use of this territory. 

§‘ 20. If any slave shall, at any time, consult, advise, or conspire 
to rebel, or make -Insurrection, or shall phii, or conspire tlie murder 
of any person or persons whatsoever, every such consulting^ plotting, 
or conspiring shall be adjudged and deemed felony, and the slave or 
slaves convicted thereof, in manner hereinafter directed, shall suffer 
death. 

.. § 21. The trial of e slave for felony, or any capital offence, shall 
Save?o*r ft. ^ respects similar to the trial of a free citizen or inhabittuil, for 

lony.orcttpi- the like oiflence,^ except Uial the jury, or iwo-third.s at least thereof, 

\tx^ oSoDce. ^ j j ^ 
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Rut see ** Criminal Law,"— Trial of Persons of Color. 
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cmpannelled for such trial, ahall bo composed of owners of slaves. 

And the court may take for evidence^ the confession of the offender, 
theoatli of one or ‘more credible witnesses', or sijch testimony of slaves, 
or negroes, with pregnant circumstances, as to them shall seem con- 
vincing, 

§ 22. When any slave shall be convicted of any ofleuce within the at. 
benefit of clergy, judgment of death shall not be given ngainst him Seriyl^^^ 
or her upon such conviction; but he or she shall be branded*on the 
face or breast' by the* jailer in open covirt, nnd suffer such corporal 
panUliinent as the court shall think fit* to inflict, except where he or 
shd once had the benefit of this act,* nnd in those cases, such slave or 
negro shall suffer dcailvwiihout benefit of clergy.^ 

§ 23. All Slaves emancipated shall bo liable to be taken by execu- jsw-< 3 ) 
tioti to satisfy any debt contracted by the person emancipating them, 
before such emancipation is made. dobti con^ 

§ 24. Any slave in this territory claiming his or her freedom, shall 
proceed by petition to the circuit court of tlie county where his or hcn>aiif'n. 
master dr owner shall reside, who, if the slave be iti his or her pos- 
session, shall efiter into honci Avith approved security to the governor, fJJ® 
in a sum to be adjudged, of by the, court, that the said slave shall be pciViion ii> 
forthcomjng and subject to the order, of said court, nnd that he Avill 
abide by the judgment the said court may ronder'in the premises; in Tt^nminnry 
Avhtch cdsc' such slave shall remain in the service of his dwrier, orVroceediugs, 
person claiming him or her, until the deierminulioa of the suit'; and 
If out of.thciposscssion of his or her owner, or person claiming him or 
hcr„eucli slave shall enter into recogni/arice with sufficient security, 
to be approved of by the duurt, to moke good to his or her owner nil 
such costs and damages as he shall have incurred, in consequence of 
thc^npplicalidu of such slave for the recovery of his freedom, in case 
he eventually foil in substantkiliug the same, and that he will be .forth- 
coming and abide the sentence of the said court : "which power vested U 
in said court, to mice bonds and recognizances, may be exercised by 
a judge of the territory, out of court as well as iu court. 

§ 25. • When any slave shall.be committed to the jail of any county isofl— (?) 
as a runaway, and such runaway slave shall not be claimed and proved 
by the owner iJiereof Avitliin six months From the first publication slave ^in. 
of the epninflitment of such slave, in some newspaper published in JJ5,, 
this territory, it shall bo lawful for the sherifT of the proper county to ciui’mBd by 
sell said runaway slave at public auction, at the court-house of hispro-eiJ^^nthi'** 
per Pounty, upon giving af least thirty days* previous notice of 
sale, by advertisement published in some noAvs paper in this territory, commitmeni, 
at Uie court-house of the proper county, and at least two other pub- 
lie places within the same; and out of the proceeds arising fronirlk 
the sale of any runuAvay slave as aforesaid, the shcriiF shall be entitled 
to the same commission and fees as arc allowed incases of execution i 
and the balance, afier paying-all prison fees, and the maintenance of proceeds, ar 
said runaway slave while in jail, shall be for the use of the proper 
county ; Providedf That if the owner of such runaway slave shall, bo ^ ttm 
after such sale, prove his properly in any such slave, the proper coun- owner, ‘ on 
ly shall pay to him the amount that snail have been paid into thew^^. may 
county treasury, on account of the sale of such slave, but the right to nmoumpaid, 
any slave sold as aforesaid, shall be and remain vested in the purchaser 
under die sale nuide by the sheriff, aforesaid, any law to the con- oer'A mio. 
trary notwithstanding. 

* But uee *'Crimes and Misdemeanors,^’ ^ 37, ahoIiHlnng the benefit of cler- 
gy in all respects. , . ‘ 
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§ 20. It shall not he lawful for any free negro or mulatto, either * 
directly or indirectly, to retail on}^ kind of spirituous liquors within this 
state* 

• § 27. Any free negro or mulatto, who shall directly or indirectly 
violate the provisions of this act, shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten 
dollars for every such oflenee; '^recoverable before any court ha\dng 
competent jurisdiction of tlie same, one half to the informer, and the 
otiierjialf to be paid into the county treasury. 

§ 28. Any free negro or mulatto, who shall violate the provisions 
of this aqt, ndcr having been once convicted and fined, shall, in addi- 
tion to the hm5 imposed hy this nef, rceci^^c for every such offence, 
such Corporal'punisljuient on his or her bare buck, not exceeding twen- 
ty-five stripes, as may be ordered by the court trying the same: Pro- 
videdf that this act shall not . affect any free negro, mulatto, or other 
person, who by the treaty between, the United Ijtatcs and Spain, be- 
came a citizen of the United Stales, or the descendants of any such 
person. 

• Whereas, great injury and inconvenience are experienced by the 
citizens of many cities, towns, and neighborhoods, in’ the stale of 
Alabamo, in consequence of the illicit trade and traffic which is 
encouraged and carried on, by many evil disposed persons, with the 
slave population ; for remedy whereof, 

§ 29., Be it enacted^ That no person whatsoever sliall buy, , 
receive of, to, or from, any slave or slaves,* any eonimodiiy 
nut iiiir of any Mnd or description whatsoever, without the leave or consent of 
ic^vn^niiici. die master, o^ or overseer of such slave or slaves in \VTiliiig, ex- 
pressing .the articles permitted to be bou^t, sold, oSbartered r or un- 
less the miLSler, owner or overseer of any such slave or slaves, shall 
personally authorize the same ; and if any person or persons shalLhny 
from, or sell to, or deal, or trade or barter with, any slave or slaves, 
without such consent and permission prcWously had, given, or obtained, 
he, she, or they so offending, sliall be subject to indlctnieut ; and upon 
conviction, shall be fined not less than ien dollars, nor more than one • 
hundred dollars, and imprisoned in the common jail of the county, not 
less lhaii five days, nor more than six months, at the discrotloii of the 
jury by whom trie indictment is tried, who may inflict one or both of 
the aforesaid pf3ualtic.s. 

§ 80. FVom and after the first day of February nexL it shall .not be 
ucronns jMJrson of color.lo settle within the limits of this 

of coforfor state ; and should any free person of color, after that lime, settle in this 
stale, he, she, or they shall, on notice of tliis act, depart within thiny 
ot shall be liable, on conviction before any juatieo of the peace, 
receive thirty-nine lashes ; and any person may arrest any such free 
^ pci^oii of tcolor, and take him or her before any justice of the peace 

laoidopori. for trial; and if any such free* person of color shall not depart this 
iiig within utute witliins twenly days, after tli^ infUclion of the punishment last 
oftcr^^inUh- mentioned, he or she shall be liable to^be arrested by any person, and 
‘wSdRHa** be taken before a justice pf the peace for trial, and on conviction by 
Biavu n>r une such justice, shall be ordered to be sold as a slave for the terin of one 
ready money, ten days’ notice being given of the lime of sale, 
ProcoedB. o*ie half of wliich, after paying ail the expenses of the pitoaeeiition, 
how oppiicd: (which shall be to the justice one dollar, the constable two dollars for 
r. summoning the witnesses, attending the trial, and seiliug the said free 
* / person of color, and fifty cents a' day for each day heauay keep such 
person of color, and fifty cents per diy for eacliAvitness who may at- 
tend the trial,) shall be paid to the informer, and ihc other half to the 
^ slate. And if any free person of color shall not depart this state witliin 
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t>renty days nfl^r the expiration of said year, he hr ehe sliall forfeit iu*ninining 

his or her ireedoni ; and upon conviction ll^eroof before any circuit 

court of this slate, sliall, by order of said court, be sold to Uni highest siavo^^ Hit. 

bidder, and the proceeds of the sale of said free negro so forfeiting his 

or her freedom, shall go, one half to thc‘ informer, and the other half 

to the slate. 

§ 31, Any person or persons who shall aUeinpi lo teach any free fb. scc. lo. 
person of color, or slave, to speil, read, or. write, shall, upon conviclioii . 

tliereof by indictment, bo fined in A sum not less than two hundred ^*'*^*^1 
and fiAy dollars, nor more than .five hundred dollars. . - 

§ 32, Any free person of color-who shall write for any slave, a pass ib. Scc. ii. 
or free-pnper, on conviction thereof, shall receive for every such o of 
fence, thirty-nine lashes on the bare back, and leave the slate of wri. 

, bamn within thirtv days thereafter ; and should he or she again return 
to Uio slate of Alahama, or be found within the "same after the liiiic®*®''’'*- 
, above limited for his or her departure, on conviction of violating this 
; provision of the law, he or she shall forfeit his or her lihorty, and be 
.sold as a slave for ihjB term of ten years, by order of any two justices . 
of the peace, before‘whom he or she may be taken and convicted, ten 
days* previous .notice being given of the Lime and place of sale : one 
half of the proceeds of said sale, after paying one dollar each lo said 
jnsilces, and two dollars to the constable for attending the trial, and scll- 
ing said free person of color, together with oil other costs that may 
nccnie, shall be paid to the use of the informer, and the othpr half to 
the use of the stale, 

§ 33i, Any slave who shall write for any other slave, any, pass or ib.sec. la. * 
frcc-papcr, upon conviction, shall receive, on his or her bare back, Jl^vSrorivri 
lii.<dies for the first ■ offence, and one hundred for every offence there- ung pnss'oV 
after, by order of any justice of the peace l>efore whom he or she may 
Iw convicted ; and on every conviction, the owner of said slave shall 
pay one dollar to the justice of the peace, and two dollars to the enn-i 
stable for attending the trial and whipping the slave, together ‘with all 
other costs that may lawfully accrue ; mid any persons may arrest any 
slave. so offending, and take him or her before any justice of the “peace 
for trial, 

§ 34, If any free tiegro or person of color shall buy of any slave, or n. /a«. 
sell to any sfavo, any article or coumiodiiy whatsoever,* without a 
written permission from the master, owner, or overseer of said slave, >r peraiiny *vf | 
designating the article so to bo bought or sold, said free negro or per- wUh 
son of color, upon* conviction thereof, before any magistrate of the _ 

county where such offence shall be committed, shall receive on his or , ‘ 
her bare back, Uiirty-nine lashcs*well laid on. 

§ 35, If any free negro or person of color shall he found in coinpa- n. see. is. 
ny with any slaves in any kitchen, oiil-house, or negro-qiinrlcr, wltii-JJ’^®'] 
out a written pcnnissioii from the owner, master, or overseer of saidbiddA^M. 1 
Hhwes, said free negro or person of color shall, for the first offence, re- - 
ccive fifteen lashes, and for cvciy subsequent offence, thiri)"-nino 
lashes, on his or her hare back, whiclt may be inflicted by said inas^TiioimniaH- 
ter, owner,, or overseer, or by any officer or meifiber of any patrol 
company who may find, said free negro or person of color, in any 
kitchcu, o'uUliouse, or iVcgro-quartcr, associating with slaves without 
such written parmiHSloii. 

§ 36, If any slave, without a written permission of the master, ih. lo. * 
owner, or overseer of said slave, shall bo found in compmiy with* 
free negro or person of color, in the tlwcilirig-house or outlimise of said »inv<rho ’ ^ 
free negro or person of color, said free negio or pei'son of colov shaU{i}|“i'JJ|”p|{^jj 

» ^ pf;rH3nof 

t cMor. 

Document 1: John G. Akin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Alabama - 1833, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, Page 8 
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rccfiivf! the same pimishmenl;, in the same manner, :ih is prescribed by" 

the pra\’i»ionfl rtf the fiflecnth section of this act. 

jb sr». 17. ^87. It shall not be lawful, for more than five male slaves, either 

MorcUiiiii jyj wiihnnt passes, 'to assemble logcthcr at any place on the pr^ 

tier phmtation to which they belong; and if mty slaves do so assemble 
iiniawmi 08 . io„ciher, tlie same sliall be deemed an unlawful assembly. 

88. It shall bo the duty of all patrols and officers, civil and mili- 
u„it;v'u..taiT, forthwith to cause Said sldves so assembled, to disperse; and 
hJ's’ismrmii each of Said slaves so assembled, shall be liable to receive any number 
by iKiiroifl of lashes; not exceeding ten : and any slave 'Wlio may once be pun- 
ishod for attending such, unlawful assembly, and shall again oflend 
ThBimiuah. iiprein, shall be liable to he punished at the discretion of any magis- 
trate- before whom he may bo carried for trial, by stripes not exceed- 

jb. See. 10 . ^ 39 . ^hc provisions of this act shall not. apply to any assemblage 

of slaves, -attended by the muster, owner, , or overseer of such slaves. 

. & 40. Nothing in lliis act shall be so construed, as to prevent Dee 
peLus of color and slaves from atteuduig places of. public worship 

held by while persons. , . «... 

?iir § '41 . .Nothiiig in the provisions of the sevonteentli section of this 

S;p1rn«”iau act shall be so construed, as to debar the master or owner of s aves 
n’rnuiacc-. from seiuluig to his neighbor or neighbors aoy slave or slaves unac 
companied by master, owner, or overseer, for llie purpose of assisting 

n. Set. 24. § 42. If any slave or free person of color shall preach to, exliort, or 

Fcrsoi^of },nranffue any slave or slavcsi or frCO persons of color, unless in tne 
Ten ;«T-h presence of^ivc respectable slave-holders, any such slave or .Dee ner- 
JSi.:;rroi:8Son of color so Ofleudidg, shall 0.1 SSllKs 

cf color, ox. .jeacc, receive, by order ol said jubUco of the peace, tliirty-iune lasncs 
lor tlie-nrst offence, and fifty l^hes for every 
«mve hold. person may arrest any such slave or free person ^ ® 

'H«ni8hn,8ni. him beforc a justice of the peace for trial: Provided That dm 
Ptovuo. haranguing or preaching, shall he licensed thereto, by some repdar 

hV of professing Christians immediately in the nc.gldiorhood; and 
to whoso society or church such negro shall properly belong. 
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SLAVE TRADE. 

' « 1. Any slave or slaves brought or imported into this territory, coii- 
trary to the laws of the United States, in such case made and provid- 
ecl. Jiall be condemned by. any superior aonrt of Ihm 
whose jurisdiction the said slave or slaves shall be brought o^bc^iz- 
ed. upon Ubel filed in the said court; and shaU be 
officer of the court to the highest bidder, at public auction, 
moiicy, after adverliBing the time and place of such side, S""' 
newspaper in this territory, at least fiftocn days previous thereto.^ 

§ 2. The residue of the money arising from the sale, after ‘le^uct- 
ing the costs of suit, shall be paid, one half to.^tho collector 0*,*® 
customs within whose district the said slave or slaves ®ball have been 
seized, and the other half into the territorial treasury. ®“® 

there shall have been an informer, one half of the 
be paid to the collecto| of the district, shall accrue and.bclong to said 

informc^^ governor oftUs slatois authorized and requ.ired to up(toii^ 
some suitable person, as llip agent of the state, to receive allahd every 



Document 1: John G. Akin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Alabama - 1833, 
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, Page 9 
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sjave or slaves, or persons of color, who may have been brought into Oovamor tn 
this slate-in violation of the laws of the United States, prohibiting the 
siave trado: Provid^d^ 1 hat, the aiuhoriiy of the said agoiit is not to 
oxtoud to slaves who have been condemned and sold. 

$ 4. The governor is required to teke euch bond or bonds from thcu. s^c.s.' 
said agent or other person, into whose possession the said slaves may to 
♦ be placed, in such amount, and with such conditions, as he inaydcctn s*v<^‘t)ofid. 
necessary to ensure their safe keeping ainTproper treatment, 

. § 5. The said slaves,^ when placed in the possession of the stnlc as /J.SM.a 
aforesaid, shall be employed on such public vvOrk or works, shall ® 
he deemed by the governor of most value and uliJiiy to the public iuMScworii. 
; tercst. 

§ 0, Such part of the said slaves shall be hired out as will be sulll- 4 . 
cient to defray tlie expenditures necessary to the maintenance and sup- 
port of those* employed on the public works as aforesaid. icmucu. 

§7. Ill all cases in which a decree of any court having competent /j. 
authority, shall bo in favor of any claimaut or claimants, the said **”^*^*J’ ^ 
slaves shall bo truly and faiilifully, by said ngeiu, delivered to sncli i«r^crca ^ 
claimant or clHlmants ; but in. case of their coudeinnaiion, they shall 
be sold by such agent for cash to the highest' bidder, by giving sixty 
days’ notice in a newspaper, printed at Caliawba, Mpbile, Tuscaloosa, 

. Huntsville, and Florence. 

§ 8. The money arising from such sale or sales, shall be paid into h.scc.e. 
the treasury of the state, except one-fourth thereof, which shall be oaid . 

to the informer, if there be one. 

§ 9; No informer ghull be entitled to receive any part of the money n. Hec. 7 , 
arising from any such sales, except by viruie of the decree of 
judge of the circuit court of the county into which such slave or slaves 
may have been first hrouglu; and the circuit judges of this stale are 
expressly authorized to try and decide all conflicting claims set up by^^mw^ 
informers in rclalibn to said slaves. ^ 

§ 10. It shall be the duty of the said ageht to ask for, and dnmarid /A. ,»rc. a. 
smd . slave or slaves of any person or persons in whose nosscssion **'*• 
they may be found. ' 



STOCK-k)f THE State ov Aladama. 

§ 1. The certificates of stock created in obtaining loaus for the use 
of the state in pursiranco of any of the laws heretolurc passed for 
purpose, and of all slock which may liereafter be created by the stale, 
shall be assignable by eudorBement made.by ilie legal holder thereof, or 
by transfer in a book or books of the bank of the state of Alabama, made 
by the li^gal holder, or his attorney authorized by power duly authenti- 
cated ; and it shall be the duly of the president and directors of said 
bank, to cause books to be kept for the purpose aforesaid ; wiiereiu also ‘ 
shall he kept an account of the said stock, and of all jniyinents of prin- 
cipal and interest thereon, and of renewed certificates of .stock, that 
may bo issued in virtue of this act. 

§ In case any of the said certificates shall he lo.st or destroyed, Manner of 
the same may be renewed in the manner following, to wit: proof 
such loss o.r destruction, and an aflidavit declaring me property therein ca*«>*^***^** 
to be bonajide m the applicant for renewal, sliall be made Uolbre n 
judge of the circuit court of this state, or of any state of the United ; 

Stales, or before a judge of the supreme or any district court of the 

United States, which proof shall be certified by such judge, logcdier | 

Document 1: John G. Akin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Aiabama - 1833, 
Aiabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Aiabama, Page 10 
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Document 2: Nathan H. Click, Pen and ink drawings, LPR 92, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Document 3: "An act to Emancipate Horace King, a slave," Acts of Alabama - 1845, 
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'[No. 37.] 



AN ACT 



To authorize Abraham Shanklirv to ertjana^ cer^aia slave 

■ ' 

Section 1. jBfi U enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
Tesenic^tives of the State of Alabama in General Assembly 
conyenedf That Abrahain Shanklin, a free man of. color, of the Ahrohom 
County of Mobile, be, and he is hereby authorized to manumit ^banklin- ou- 
and set free his wife, Keiasey; reserving the rights of o«‘editors, 
and on the expresscondiiion, that he^ the said Abraham Shanklin,^vife. ' ’ 
shall give bond in the sum of one thousand dollars, with, two • ' 

good arid sufficient secorilies,' to be approved by the Judge of t he 
County Court of Mobile County, and payable to the Governor 
of, this Stale,', and his successors in office ; conditioned, that the 
said Keissey shall never become a charge to this Slate, or any 
city, town, or county thereiut And provided. They shall con- 
tinue to reside In the County cf Mobile, unless the condition of 
said bond be forfeited. 

Approved, 1 3lh Jan uorjt, , 1344 . 



Document 4: "An act to authorize Abraham Shanklin to emancipate a certain 
slave," Acts of Alabama - 1844, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Document 5: "Letter from R.J. Nickels to Dr. W.B. Hall, 15 March 1859," William 
Bonnell Hall Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. 
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Document 6: "Conveyance certifleate, 23 December 1858," William Bonnell Hall 
Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, 
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Document 6: "Conveyance certiflcate, 23 December 1858," William Bonnell Hall 
Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, 
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Document 7: "Receipt, 25 October 1856," William Bonnell Hall Papers, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Document 8: "Receipt, 15 June 1844," Reuben Bennett Business Records, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Document 9: "Receipt, 29 April 1840," Reuben Bennett Business Records, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Document 10: "Receipt, 10 January 1833," Reuben Bennett Business Records, 
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Document 11: "Conveyance/Deed of Gift, 1 March 1860," Reuben Bennett Business 
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Document 11: "Conveyance/Deed of Gift, 1 March 1860," Reuben Bennett Business 
Records, Alabama Dept of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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Document 12: "Runaway Notice," Macon Banner, 1845 June 5, Alabama 
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Document 13: "Letter from Jas. W. Campbell to Mrs. Hall, 24 July 1860,” William 
Bonnell Hall Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. 
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Document 14: "Letter from ? to W.B. Hall, 4 August 1860," William Bonnell Hall 
Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Document 15: "Church certificate, 1859," W.B. Ray Letter and Certificate, 
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Document 16: "Clothing the negroes," James A. Tait Memorandum Book, Tait 
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Lesson 2: Point of View of Former Slaves 



1 . Background Information for Teachers 

During the Great Depression of the 1930s interviewers for the Federal Writers' Project , 
the majority of whom were white, talked to many elderly African-Americans about their 
experiences as slaves. These interviews were unique since it was the first large-scale 
attempt to study slavery from the point-of-view of ex-slaves. The interviews were 
structured according to guidelines handed down by the Federal Writers' Project's national 
office. Workers were told that "The criteria to be observed are those of accuracy, human 
interest, social importance, literary excellence. It may not be possible to combine all these 
in any one story. However, accuracy and literary excellence should be present in all." 
(Brown & Owens, 59) The original interviews were written in folk language. Some 
interviewers transcribed the folk language, as best they could, with explanatory words in 
parenthesis; some wrote about what was told to them; others compiled a combination of 
both. While the narratives have inherent problems, such as the passage of time between 
the events and interview, and the racial and personal dynamics between the interviewer 
and interviewee, they remain important firsthand evidence of what slavery was like from 
the point-of-view of former slaves. 

For additional Alabama slave narratives and other related published primary documents 
see: 



Brown, Virginia Pounds and Laurella Owens. Toting the Lead Row: Ruby Pickens 
Tartt, Alabama Folklorist. Tuscaloosa: TheUniversity of Alabama Press, 1981. 

Griffith, Lucille. Alabama: A Documentary History to 1900. Tuscaloosa: The 
University of Alabama Press, 1968, Chapter 5. 

Pennington, James W. C., A Narrative of Events in the Life of J. H. Banks, an 
Escaped Slave, from the Cotton State, Alabama, in America. Liverpool, Eng.: M. 
Rourke, Printer, 1861. 

http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/penning/menu.html 



2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this activity, students should be able to: 

1. Discuss the legal status of slaves and free people of color. 
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2 . 



3. 



4. 



5. 



6 . 



7. 



Identify common concerns of slaves, i.e., work, food, family, etc. 

Identify the roles (or status) of field hands, house servants, artisans, etc. 

Analyze the importance of religion to slaves. 

Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of oral history. 

Understand the importance of oral traditions in Afiican American history. 

Understand that each generation writes its own history and interprets it in 
relation to its own experiences. 



3. Suggested Lesson: 

1. Make copies of Documents 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

2. Divide the class into three groups, distribute narrative to each group. 

3. Ask students to read the narratives silently, or because of the dialect, you 

may need to read aloud and have students follow along. 

4. Define "patrol." 

5. Then, have students work together in their group to make a list of topics 
mentioned in narrative, i.e., work, clothing, shelter, punishment, family 
life, free time, etc. 

6. Ask a reporter from each group to write their list on the chalkboard. 

7. Discuss the similarities and differences. 

8. Which of the topics are facts? Which are point of view? 

a. what problems are inherent in first-hand accounts? 

b. are the persons being interviewed influenced by the interviewer? 

c. consider the time period (Great Depression) when the interviews 
were being recorded. 



DOCUMENTS: 

Document 1: "From Carolina to Alabama," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Colbert County #1, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of 



O 
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Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ slavery/lesson2/docl .html 

Document 2: "Stephen Varner - Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Coosa County #3, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson2/doc2.html 

Document 3: "Charlie Aarons, Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson2/doc3.html 

Document 4: "Dolph Parham - Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Greene County, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson2/doc4.html 

Document 5: "Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Writers' Project Slave Narratives - 
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/ 
teacher/slavery/lesson2/doc5 .html 
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"PROM CAROLINA TO AU33Aia" 
Mingo White, July 20th, 1858. 



Chester, S. Carolina 





My birth place vaiz in Chester, S. Carolina. A very little uv my life 
wuz spent there. I wuz raised in Alabama. V/hen I wuz er bout four er five , ^ 
years old, I remember thet I wuz loaded in er v/agon wid er lot more people In. 
Whar I wuz bound I don' knov/. what ever become uv raymother and father I don* 
know until er few years ago. 



One momln' in March as I wuz told, there wuz er lot uv slave 
speculators bliere in Cheater tee buy some slaves fer some Alabamaians* Well do 
I remember thet I wuz taken up on or stand and er lot uv people come er round 
and felt my muscles, arms and legs and chest, and ast( asked) me er 16t uv 
questions. I wuz passed up by nearly all ikv these men cause I wuz Jest er chil 
Before we slaves wiz tak^ ter de tradln poet Ole Uasser Crawford, and I knov/ 
all de rest uv de slave holders too, told us ter tell every body thet ast(a8kei 
) us if we'd ever been sick, to tell 'em thet we'd never been sick in our 
life. Ve had ter tell' em all sorts uv lies fer our Master- or else take er 
beatin. we wuz scared not ter t&ll 'em any thang else. 

1 wuz Jedt er little thang: taken er way from my mother and father, 

/ Jest when I needed 'em' most. The only oare thet I hador ever knowed anythang 
er bout wuz given ter me, a firlend uv my fathers gid hit ter me. His name vniz 
Jiohn V/hite. My daddy told him ter take care uv me fer him. John wuz er 
fiddler. Many er night I woke up ter find nyeelf sleep twix his lege while he 
wuz pleyln fer er dance fer de white fo^kes. My fathbr and mother wuz sold fros 
each odder too, de. same time as I wuz sold. luse ter wonder if I had' any bro-Ui 
brothers and sisters, as I had always wanted some .A few years later I found oVi 
thet I didn't have any. 

I vfill never fergit the trip from Chester ter Burleson. I wouldn't < 

I remember so well I don't guees, 'but I had er big ole sheep dog name "TrallerU 

I He foliered( followed) right in back uv dd wagon dat I wuz in. I wuz aettin in 

de back end so I could watch him, like er chile will watch his dog. We had ter 
cross or wide otreantuv water thet I took ter be er river. When we started er 
I cross ole "Trailer" never stopped follerln( following) . I wuz watchin' him 
j close 30 if he glved out I wuz goin ter try ter git him. He dld^aglve out," he 

i dldn* even have ter swim. He Jest walked er long and lapped th^xlke er dog 

will do. I wuz fraid he wuz goin ter git drownded( drowned), but the water neve 
I ( even made him swim. 

I John took mo and kept me in de cabin wid- him. Be cabin didn' have no 

I fbmlture In hit lack(lilce) we has to-day. De bed wuz er one legged bed. Hit 

I Wuz made in de conner( comer) uv de room, wid de leg settln' out in de middle 

Uv de floor. A plank wuz runnod twix do logs uv de cabin and nailed ter de poS 
on de front uv de bed. Aeroes de foot er nodderC another) plank wuz runned Inte 
! de logs and nailed ter dis leg, den some straw or com shucks wuz piled unon 
dio fer er mattress. We used thang thet we could git fei* kl-werC cover) . 
i De table had two legs, de legs set out to de front while de back part wuz 

nailed ter de wall. We dldn' .have no stove. Thar wuz er great big fire place 
whar de cookin wuz done. We didn* have ter cook tho unleos we got hungiy after 
eupper had been served at de house-. We wuzn't(waan' t) spo8e( suppose) ter cook 
a' tall (at all) , but we did some times when we got hungry. If we had been cau 
(caught) I spose we would uv got er beot^. 

I wuzn't netting (nothing) but er chile dui'in slavery, but I had ter 
work de same aa any 'man. I went ter de field and hoed cotton, pulled fodder, 
and picked cotton wid de-rest uv de hands. I kept up too ter keep -from glttln' 
Bxxy lashes dat night when we got home. I wuzn't vexy old, but I wuz big Ih 
statue. In de wlzmer(wlnter)I went ter de woods wid de men fokes( folks) ter 
help git wood, or ter git sap from de trees ter make turpentine and tar. If we 
dldn' do dat we made charcaal ter run de black- smith shop wid. 



Document 1: "From Carolina to Alabama," Federal Writers' Project Siave 
Narratives - Coibert County #1, WPA Records, Box 5, Aiabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Aiabama, page 1. 
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"FROM CAROLINA TO ALABAIM" 



Mingo White, July 20th, 1868. 

My birth place wuz In Chester, S. Carolina. A very little uv ray life 
wuz spent there. I wuz raised in Alabama. V/hen I wuz er bout four er five ’ 
years old, I remember thet I wuz loaded in er wagon wid er lot more- people in. 
Whar I wuz bound I don^ Imov;. What ever become uv raymother and father I don' 
know until er few years ago. 

One momin' in March as I wuz told, there wuz er lot uv slave 
speculators hliere in Chester tea buy . some slaves fer some Alabemalans. Well do 
I remember thet I wuz taken up on or stand and er lot uv people oome er round 
and felt my muscles, arms and legs and chest, and ast( asked) me er I6t uv 
questions. I wuz passed up by nearly all dv these men cause I wuz Jest er chll 
Before we slaves wuz takeh ter de tradin post Ole Hasaer Crawford, and I knov/ 
all de rest uv de slave holders too, told us ter tell every body thet ast(askei 
) us if we'd ever been sick, to tell 'em thet vfe'd never been sick in our 
life. V^e had ter tell* em all sorts uv lies fer our Master or else take er 
beatln. We wuz scared not ter tftU 'em any thang else. 

I wuz Jedt er little thang; taken er way from ny mother and father, 

^ Jest when I needed 'em’ most. The only oare thet I hador ever knowed anythang 
er bout wuz given ter me, a friend uv my fathers gld hit ter ffle.Hls name wuz 
John V/hlte. My daddy told him ter take care uv me fer him. John wuz er 
fiddler. Many er night I woke up ter find nyaelf sleep twlx his legs while he 
wuz playin fer er dance fer de white fotikes. My fathhr and mother wuz sold fr« 
each odder too, de. same time as I wuz sold. luse ter wonder If I had' any brot)i 
brothers and sisters, as I had always wanted some.A few years later I found oU 
thet I didn't have any. 

I I v/111 never fergit the trip from Chester ter Burleson. I wouldn't 

remember eo well I don't guess, 'but I had er big ole sheep dog name "TrallerV 
I He foiiered( followed) right in hack uv dd wagon dat I wuz In. I wuz aettln in 

> de back end so I could watch him, like er chile will watch his dbg. We had ter 

I oroso er wide etreazAuv water thet I took ter be er river. When we started er 
I cross ole "Trailer" never stopped follerln( following) . I wuz v/atchln' him 

close 30 if he glved cut I wuz goin ter try ter git him. He dld^^glve out," he 
dldn' even have ter swim. He Jest walked er long and lapped th^ixke er dog 
■ Will do. I wuz frald he wuz goln ter git drownded( drowned), but the water neve 
I even meide him swim. 

John took me and kept me in de cabin wid' him. Be oatiin didn' have no 
I fhmlture in hit lack(lllce) we has to-day. De bed wuz er one legged bed. Kit 
wuz made in de conner( comer) uv de room, wid de leg settln' out in de middle 
I Uv de floor. A plank wuz runnod twix do logo uv de cabin and nailed ter de pea 

! on de front uv de bed. Across de foot er nodder( another) plank wuz runned inte 

de logs and nailed ter dls leg, den some straw or com shucks wuz piled upon 
die fer er mattress. We used a^ thang thet we could git fei* kiwer( cover) . 

Be table had two legs, de legs set out to de fremt while de baede part wuz 
hailed ter de wall. We dldn' .have no stove. Thar vmz er great big ^Ire place 
whar de cookin vmz done. We dldn* have ter cook 'tho tinleeo we got hungiy after 
Supper had been served at de house*. We vmzn't( wasn't) spose( suppose) ter cook 
a'tall (at all) ; but we did some times when we got hungiy. If we had been can 
(caught) I apoae we would uv got er beaten. 

I wuzn't netting (nothing) but er chile durin slavery, but I had ter 
work de same as any man. I went ter de field and hoed cotton, ^lled fodder. 

! and picked cotton wid dearest uv de hands. I kept up too ter keep -from glttin* 
any lashoa dat ni£^t when we got hoine. I wuzn't very old, but I wuz big in 
statue. In de wlnner( winter) I went ter de woods wid de men foke8(folk8)ter 
help git wood, or ter git sap from de trees ter make turpentine and teur. If we 
didn' do dat we made charcaal ter run de black- smith shop wid. 









1 

Chester, s. Carolina. 




y 



Document 1: "From Carolina to Alabama," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Colbert County #1, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1. 
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'•PROM CAROLINA TO ALABAMA" ‘ 

D 

De White fokesCfoUcs) vniz very cruel terus. Deir would Whup ua er bout de 
loot llttlo tbax]g(tbli3g) . Hit wouldn' er been so bad if we had er had 
comfortS) but ter live lack ^HAe) va did «uz er nnuf (ehou^Hi tef loake aiiiy 
body ter» soon aa ter be dead» as ter put up wld whut we had ter eat and wear 
Da white fbkes(folka) told us thet we vajb bom ter work fer dem and dat ,ke 
wuz doin fine at dat. 

De next time dat X saw ny maniny I wuz er great bAg boy. Dare wuz. er. 
woman on de place dat ever-body called manaityi (Selina White). One day oanny , 
e&lled me and sald|Mlngo. yer mauiuy la conrnin* . 1 aald^ I thot(thought) thet 
you wuz my mamiQr. She saidi no I cant ycr mmnny, .yer nanny la way er way from 
here. I couldn* believe thet I had er nodder( another) roaniny. I never thot 
(thought) uv whut mamnya (Selina) said eAy more. One day I wuz aetbln down 
at de bam When I looked up and saw er wegon coiranln up de lane. I dldn' have 
de least Idea thet ny mamsy wuz in hit or dat she wuz even comndn* . X stood 
er round lack( like) er chile will, when eomethin it Is er bout ter happen. 
When de wagon got to de house tty maioDy got out and broke and run to me and 
thr owed her arma er round ny neck and hugged and kissed me.. Xnever even 
put ny arms er round her or nothing uv the aort, I Jest stood. there lookin' 
at her. She said, son ^n't yer glad ter see yer niamny?, I looked at her and 
walked off. Mamny(Selina) called me and told me thet I had hurt ny aanny's: 
feelln's, and thet die ?/oman wuz ny tbamny. I noticed thet ever v/har 1 went 
thet she had her eyea on me. I went off end etuddied over de whole th^. 

I didn' 'believe dati «Jis v/omanVwuss toy xoasiSBy* After I had studied over de 
I begin ter remember thangs. I thot( thought) uv Trailer, the trip in do 
wagon, and de stream uv v;ater. I went to Selina and ast( asked) her bow long 
- It had been since I had seen ny mamny. She told me thet I had. been er way 
from her alnce I wuz Jest er Httle chile. I made up ny mind dat I wuz goin 
find out d® truth er bout de v/hole thang. X went to ny- maimy aiul told 
her dat I wuz sorry thet I hadd done what X did and thet thangs^ turned out 
lack dey did. I told her dat I would laok(llke) fer her to ferglt ferglve 
me fer de way X acted when I fust( first) bpw her, I told her thet I thot 
(thought) dlB odder woman wuz ny mamsy and dat I had colled her mai^ ever 
since I could remember. After I had talked vrld ny real mamny, ahp told me 
uv how our family hod bem broken up, end how she cried de day dat dey took > 
me in de wagon left. She said dat ahe stood and looked after de wagon ] 

til hit wuz clean out uv sl^t. Den she told me dat ahe hadn't seed w father 
since he wuz sold. I grew tb love ny manary as dc time rolled on. I did ever [ 
thang I could ter help her git her task done/, ify mamny never would uv seen ; 
me ho more if de Lnwd(Lord) hadn' er been in de plan. Tom Whites dnughter j 
married one uv mr. Crawford's sons. They lived in Virginia, .Back dw women 
tried ter live descent. It wuz er custom fer v;omen ter come home v;hen ever 
their huBbanda died or Quit dem. Mr, Crawforde son died, and thet throwed 
bor "fco "havo to couie liomiG. My metbor had b©ftn maidf 00 v/hen sbo resuy 
ter come home she bought(brought) my mamny wid her. . v j. +«« 

Hit wuz hard back in dam days.Ever momln* fore day break yer had 
he up and ready ter git to de field. Hit wuz de same ever day in de year 
except on sun^, and den we wz gittln up earlier then the fokes do nov; on 
monday. What ever de driver said we had to do. De Rivera 
Dev could soy whut ever dey wanted to and yer couWn aay nothin fer yer 
gelf, Yer \vuzn' 'lowed (allov/ed) to say nothin, If you did y^ got one Uv 
de worst(worse) beatenn yer ever had. Some hovv or odder( other) we had er 
instinct thet v/e v/iiz goln ter be :^ee. In do even^ v/hen de days work mz 
done de slaves would be found locked In doir(their) cabins PJ*ayi» fef fe 
Lawd(Lord) to free dem lack(llke) he did de chil^uy Israel. If dey dldn 
lock UP de maaser(master) or de driver wonkd u.v heerd(heard)dem and whupped 
(v/hipped) em. De slaves had er way uv putttn er waah pot in de -door uv de^ 



Document 1: "From Carolina to Alabama," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Colbert County #1, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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oabln ter keep de sound in de house. IrememPei* onae ole ITed :\?Mte wus 
caut(caught) prs;y'in. De drlverQ tpoK him do next doy ozid c&prled hlBi 
to de pegs. Be peg 9 v/u7> ,foui* stakes drAve in de ground. Wed wu* made to 
pull off ever thang tut his pants and lay on hi’s st^aachbetwen dee pegs 
while some body strapped hie lege and arms to a peg. Bien dey v/hupped ' him 
til de blood run from him lack he vmo a hog. Bey made all uv de bands 
come and see It, and day said ws would git do same thang if we wus cent 
.(ceaght) , Bey dont fiLow^ allow) er man ter Whup er horse Xaelc(llke) dey 
whupped us In dem dsys . 

After ny mamny come whar I wue I helped her wid her work. Her task 
vmz too hard fer any one person. She had ter sexwe aa maid ter mr. ^Vhite's 
daughter, cook fer all uv de hands, spin and card four mite uv thread or 
day and deh wash, Barc(thorc) wu 2 one hunnerd(hundred) and forty-four 
threads to de cut, If she dldn* git all uv die done she got fifty lashes 

fiat night. Wany er night U@ and her would spin and card so she could, git h 

her task de next' day. No matter whut she had to do de next day oho would h 

have to git dem four cuto uv thread, evon on wosh doy.yTnsh dsy WU 2 on 

wedneodoy. Vy mother would have to take de close( clothes) er bout, three 
quarter 8 uv or mile to de branch Whar do washtn 7mzto be done. She dldn' 
have no wash board lack(llke) dey have to-day, she had er paddle thet she 
beat de close (clothes) wld. Ever body knowed(knew) when wash day wue 
cause dey could hear do paddle fer, er bcut three or four mllcBypow- pow- 
pow*^. I data how it sounded. She had to Iron de cloee( clothes) de seme day 
flat aha washed and den git dem four cuts uv thread. Lots uv times she fail 
to git em end got de fifty lashes. One day when "tfim White'* wu* whuj^ln* 
(whipping) her she said, lay it on Masser(master) White oeuae I am goin 
to tell de Yankees when dey come. V/hen mamiw got through epixtnln^ de 
Cloth she had to dye It. She used ahu-make barriee, Indago, bark from 
some trqes.and dor wuz some kind uv rock dat she got red dye from, De 
c loseC cloth es) wouldn’ fade neether(neither) . 

Be White fokes(f61ks) didn* learn us to dp no ttin* (nothing) bat work. 
Dey said dat we wuzn't 6pose( suppose) ter kn<n? bow ter read and vz"ite. 

If we wuz caut( caught) lookin' at er book dey would whup us. Dor wuz one 
f ellor(fellow) dat lonmed to read and write durin slavery, Ms name wuz 
F..C. White, He had to carry de ehillxins books to school fer dem and go 
back after dem. His young mas ser( master) teiugbt him ter read and write 
un-he -nowence (unknowingly) to hie father and do rest uv de slaves. 

We dldn* have no whar to go except to church and we didn' git no pleasure 
out uv it causa wo wuzn't • lowedQ allowed) to talk from de time We left hom 
til wc got hack.If we went to church de drivers went \?ld us.We didn* have 
no church we went to de white fokes'SC folks') church. 

After ole Ned got sech(such) er terrible beaten fer prayin fer 
freedom he slipped off and v^ent to dfi north.Ee Joined de union Amy. After 
he got in de army he wrote to maseer Tom, In his letter he had des words: 

I am leyln down mister, and glttin up master: meaning thet he 
went to. bed when he felt like it and got up when he pleased to. He told 
Tom White that if he wanted him that he wuz in th army and that he could 
come after him. He knfiwed(knew) that maseerTom oouldn' git him Is why he 
said fer him to oome after him. After ole Ned had got to de north, the 
odder (other) hands begin ter watch fer er chance ter git ter slip off. 

Die caused trouble, cause er many er one wuz caught end boughi( brought) 
back .Dey knowed( knew) the penalty thet they would have ter pay, and die 
caused some uv dem to git desperate, re ether (rather) than ter take er 
beaten dey would choose ter fight hit out til dpy wuz able ter git er 
way or die fore dey would take de boaten, . __ 

Document 1: "From Carolina to Alabama," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Colbert County #1, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3. 
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Lots uv timss vfhen dft patte<*oller£i(patrollQiv} would git &ftsr do 
slaves dey would have de worse flgh1L,'eaiiietimes de pattex^llers 
(patrollere) would git kllledi After de war I sstw Msdi he told nie 
that the night thet he left the patterollers ruained him fer four daya. 

He eey de way he did ter keep deni from ketchln( catching) him wua, he 
went into de woods* He knowed thet they wuz goln ter look fcr him so 
he planned hw ter git er way . De patterollers come in de woods lookln 
fer him. Ke jest got er tree ozi' dem and den folleredC followed) dem* 

Dey figured dat he wne heedln fer de free stateSySde.dey headed dat way 
too* Had sold thet he Jest follered dem ^r(far) as d^ could go den 
he olamhedC climbed) a tree* Dey turned er rouhd and come hack and-Hed 
went on wid out any trouhle ouch* De patterollera use ter be hod, 
would run de fokesC folks) ef dey \vuz caught out after eif^t ocloek In 
de nighty dat is ef dey dldn' have no pass from de Masser(master) . 

After de days work wuz done there vmsn' t a*w theng fer de slaves ter 
do hut go ter bediflf It vais on er Wednesday night they went ter prayer 
BS*tln(meettng) . There wu* er rule thet we had ter he In do . bed by nine 
o'clock* Ever C every) night de drivers come round ter make ehore(sure), dat 
We WU 2 in de bed. X heeinKheaid) tell uv de fokes C^folks) goin ter bed 
and den glttln(gettlng) up and goln er wey ter some odder planatlon 
(plEntatlon) , On Betu'day de hands v/orked til noon. Dey had de rest uv 
de time to work their gardens. Every femlly bad er garden uv delr( their) 
own. On satu'day nights the slaves could frolic fer er while. Dey would 
have pities some time^ end have whiskey and home-brew fer de servtns*. 

On Sundays we didn do any thang but lay er round end sleep) cause We 
dldn lack(like) to go to church. On Christmas we dldn' do any thang. We 
<Udn have to do no 7/ork, no more't feed de stock and do de little woi^ 
er round de house. VThen vie got through wid dat w had de rest uv do dey ' 
to run round v/here ever we wanted to go. Course v/e bad to git permission 
from de mas ser (mast er ) . 

De ov/ners uv de slaves use to give com shuckln parties* and invite^ 
slaves from odder (other) plarmtionaCplantotlons} . Dey would have plenty 
uv whiskey and other stuff to eat. De slaves v/ould shuck com and eat fnr;d 
drink* Dey use to give cotton pickin’ s de saiae way. All uv dla went on 
at night. Dey had Jack- lights in de cotton patch fer us to see by* i 

De lights vnis made on er forked stick and moved fx*cm place to place as I 

we picked cotton. De com shuckln wuz done at de burnt and dey dldn' have ' 

to have de lights so dey could move dera from place to place. j 

De only goinee dat I pleyed When I wuz yoiuig wu* marbles and ball. 

I use to sing er few songs dat I heard de older fokea slngt ! 

Ceoess ladiea thank they mighty gremdt ' | 

Settln at de table | coffee pot uv ryet i 

O' ye Hehel union band* have these ladles \mderstand | 

' We leave our country io meet you uncle sam. 

Dese songs wus er bout de soldiers and de war. There wuz one bout ole i 
General wise that went: 

Ole General Wlae wuz er mighty mant . 

And not er wl,se man elthert 

It took forty yards uv cloth to make er uniform, 

To march in the happy land uv oaaaan. . I 

j 

Chorus: Ha-ha, ha-ha, the eouth light la comln, 

ChEoge boys, charge, this battle we must have, 

.To march us in the happy land uv canaan. 
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There vmz er soing sr bout general Rofidiy too: 

Run ole Roddy through TuacuuJibiu^ thi'ougb TuscumblBf 
We go marchin' on. 

t tollelujeh, glory, glory hallelujah, 

Glory, glory hallelujah as we go marchin on. 

Ole Roddy’s coat wa f lyin' high, Ole Rodim’s coat wua flutn high 
Till It almost touch de eky,wB go marchin on. —Chorus 

I wua a pretty hlg boy v/hen de war hroke out. I remember aeeiu the 
Yankees cross big bear creek bridge one day. All uv da eoldlers cro8se<| 
the bridge but onejhe stayed on tlie other side til all the rest had 
got cross, then he got down of:^ hlo horse and took a bottle uv 
eomething and atrowed it all over de brl^e,de^ he lighted a match 
to it and follerdd the rast uv the eoldlers* in a few minutes the 
Rebel soldiers come to de bridge to cross but it wuz on fire and dey 
had to swim across to de other side. The Rebels wuz aftor the tinlon 
soldiers* I went home and told ay mother that the Rebel soldiers wi*- -<■ 
ohaseln' the Union soldiers, and that I had seen the UnloB soldiers 
cross de bridge and deii dat one UV dem had poured some water on de bri- 
dge and set it a- fire. She laughed and said, son demt you know that 
water wont inake a fire,, that must have been turpentine or oil. 

I remember one day mr.Tom wuz havlii' a big barbecue fer the Rebel 
soldiers there in our yard.There vmz a big roarin’ down ob the mllltarj 
road. Three men rode up to de gate and come on in, Dey had on blue 1 
coats, and Jest as soon as de Rebels saw them they all mnned to the i 
woods. In a bout five minutes the yard wz full of blue coats. They 
ate up all of the food that the Rebels had been eattn’ . Tom White had 
to run away too to keep the Yaaakecsf from gittln' him, Pore de Yemkcies 
oome,de white fokes(folks) took all uv their clothes and hpng them in 
, the colored fokes cabins, and told the colored fokea to tell the 
Yankees that they were their clothes. They told us to tell them that 
they had been good to us and that we liked to live wid them on the ' 
plantation., I 

The day that we got news that we wuz free, mr. White called us ■#-l 
niggers to The house* Ke said, you are all free, just as free aa I 
now go and git yer self somev/har to stick yer heads. Just as soon aa 
he had finished, my mother hollered outf thats enough fer er yerlln 
(yearling)* She struck out cross tge field to mr.Lee Osborn’s, to git 
er place fsr me and her to st^. ,He paid us seventy-five cents er 
day. Mother wuz paid fifty cents and I wuz paid twenty-five cents. He 
gave us our dinner along v/ld the little v/ages. After the crop wuz gathei 
ed fer that year, me and my mdther cut end hauled wood fer mr.Oabom. 

We left mr. Oshom that fall and went to mr. John Rawlins. We made er 
share crop wid him. .We would pick two rows uv cotton and he v/ ould pick 
^wo rows. We would pull tv/o i‘Ov/e uu com and he would pull two roirs.' 

He fumlahed ub wid food and er place to stay. We would sell <wr ' ^ 
cotton and com and pey mr, John Rawline fer feedln' us. After we' loft' 
mr, Rawlins we moved wid mcr. Hugh Nelsonj we made a share orop wid him. 
V/e kept moving and making share crops until we saved up enough money . 
to rent us a place and make a crop fer our selvon, We did fairly well 
at this until the Ku Klux got so bad after the colored people* Then we 
had to move back wid mr, Uelson fer protection* The men that took uS. th 
wuz union men they lived here in the south 'but they never took pai*t in 
de sieve business, They always gave us protection from the moor white 
fokea. The Ku Klux threatened to v/Mp mr. Helson cause he t^ook up fer 
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the colored folke. leap uv nights We wonld hear uv the Ku Klux .ooioihi 
and leave home* Some times we ^ma scared noi to go and scared to go 
away from home, cause we wua afraid that they calght catch ua hefore 
we could make it to some of the white folks house. One day I hprrov/ed 
a gun from Ed. Davis to go squinel hunting* ^Vhon I got ready to take 
the gtai back home I dldn' unload it like I had alwe^s been doin. Hiat 
night the Ku Klux called cm mr. Id. to whip him. They told him to on^ 
the door. He 7reht and smarted to open the door, when he heax^ bn© of 
them say, shoot him time he gits de door open. Well he aiys to them 
wait till 1 can light the ;iato;h© slipped and got the gun that I had 
left loaded, and got down on his knees and stuck the shot gun throu^ 
the log and pulled the trigger. He hit Hewt Dobbs In the stojaiaoh aM 
killed him. well he couldn’ t stay ax>ound Burleson ar^ more. He Dsme' to ' 
mr. Nelson and got enough money to git to Pine Bluffl Arkansas. The Ku 
KiUx got bad BhorBCBuroy nouf( enough) then. v/ent to killlhg negroes 

and v/nite folks too. Bspeclally those that helped the colored people' 
out. 

I married Kizl Drutugoole. Beverend w« C. Horthciroas performed tha' 
ceremony. There wuznt any ‘body there lout the witness andm me and Klssl, ' 

I had three sons. All uv them is dead but one, and that is Hugh ». He haa 
Bovon chillun. Ee works on the rBllof. ■ '' . ' 

Abe Lincoln wub na nobler man as ever walked* He freed the alOyeel 
in. order to save 'the union, tut that vmz alright, God works in weterbua 
ways, Ms wonders to perform. Jeff Davis wua as smart er man as you . eveil 
want to see, Durin the war he ©hired his horse In such a way that he loo 
ed like he wus goln one v/ay and would be goln a nothor* Booker T. did 
cjne uv the greateat things that could have been done, he established an 
institution fer the negro boys and girls to prepare themselves fer to V j 
mee't the hard ships uv the v/orid. 

Slavery wouldn'uv been so bad., but the folks made it so W selling 
negroes fer hi^ prices, and uv corse the folks hnd to try tb ^t their ! 
motneys worth out uv thmt. The chi Him uv Israel wus in bondage one time 
and God sent moaea to deliver them. Well I spose that God sent Abe ’ j 

Lincoln to free the colored people. It wus one uv the terrlblest thliiga ' 
that could have existed. But all things are done for some good whether ! 
we are able to understand them or not. Slavery is a thing uv the past 
so we might as well let It be andl look foward to the future. Rlgnt wl.i.il 
always win. | 
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Stotfiiaa Jhamn? ras fejim ep^ ^^tp. Tq 3520 £^a Is&fcfec^' ■ ^ 

cml m c^S^iPca ,@p«-TDy^ csb4 0^ .^4^ -^ca^koo . 

AjfV qad taiplo (3^ t;© <£a to cdk^ toa' toy xsp?o oM 

Q 2 aoa( 3 -^ tboy dooMc 4 C^ ji^r 3 M# Slio oIssktod QM, fccvoi a ^s^ca^hcs 
5 &W toXy I: 4 M 6£ ccihdTO- ttoy tol ron ^j 4 > g-loco ■?>. cjCi<^ 

COTS' ibfc Qsad %c3 !K:to Oi^O Wiiifi 

ototeM QS3il otec o^ €^eo to’ t>r4do Qsai mca toy lUid 

^liio ec^'CEWy t 5 ?/ 0 y wsr© Giwa a leg ptibto ^ iSnsfe ‘to . 

ol&voo 4si cc>^il4^<4 ccoiD' 4oe2r cz:^ oso? t^^Mocr^ n£ip^ . 

6^ 0550 01^ wo totea «?p tjy a. I'to .pio^ uiado of E3 c 4 Gsifl. ^ , ■ | 

bod- 02^ t;^ <^ml2r os*, ted* Tihoc^ t?os^ imdo olo^T^at Shp t;C^P j 

of t^cd 'K/lbh ia’crto- i?®po bottca3b to ta&tocW) yp^o ©f ctop«- to Ob^o teTO 
cMfb offdto epjSIo of t:sad« 

AU .P? to plcdop fipro wqtatod^'te Cd-te to^ fioM 'Oiid tihQ•ifc^- ia^^ Ssa ■ 
c oobiU: cap ^ pPido aoil» bsfcalr&od oM o^pcj* vseld cito?^ 

^ dw PCibiaO bofote doy oTtec doi^ GGnnrbdmD they dM sicrb tzayo qll 

t; 553 ated tp Ptxb 033 d ^lipy twlA brsolc 42 ite to) ’^nCT?sp hou^^' oM 0^ 
dM c3icit to GdioGi^ toy ^tolA p Dooetsd 0u:^r4,^tbsaa 

od^ebt oft too toy uspo totax 4 te d tod tM to®dd* to cdo ci.'llacM- 

^sam mi toJ4 \Aip^to ^teo d^rpiy^'ctoj? titocd tot toy gto^tod 
for WP ti?yl«f; tP ^ te to catA aob Wrldioo 110 Ms^ on to. 

I * . 

iipy Wilaip’Vcunaar tml fto ^syp# Opottj oM Polite;^ oM ! 

Pile ijipl, :ii2py VWv to 4 #wo'opti®a of Otopto oil of tote ow dcadir to ' ■ ! 
nptop ma fCa^ftCrS to to to? tfteM do 0©^: ad imo dblo g^ Iooto It®* /. 

olhildpO!a* otayod undpy o tig Odb teoo n-^i p^oyod if tboy xs^ pltd ' 

cn^iU2Ji%liailJo wts> oXi2c^ owoo playod ^Oy bad to catch cotp the baby bpoth® OQT j 

dltecT^ Sto 'CduM oono cremod to wo cM tjlvo ttei niii^ . >• 

Tlio Pldop blavba coro emoontorg cXothco^cmd th& v»oro OKxly dbi^d 

^^cy CTro not ^'raia a»y<0)4ii3G olco to taop tsotii toy tel*0 il4 ©iWJU^^i to 't^p to 
oehcol* 3Jhoy vrat to ooihool fin ‘to boiao tot toy x^ to ptepc^ 2fa^ j 

olXot;M to /:;o to othooX oaXy until toy copo oM eoc^^ to go to :i^£oi4« 

Xhey PdPo to icad ond wita* ^ j 

"Sho Toanas? plcsitetlca eeno^otcd of cSwmt £’lt?o SttoJsdte^ gopoo#’ ?h0 ‘bO^iOo tot * 
to dmsr U'Bad la s^ua a tie bpuop np;ao <^c to toi rAilOo .dnd^.«tea xcto coed 1 

to ocltlTO-te to lJcs 4 t* EbO tot x:^ wcca 'CCji^o ,odllod ;raXoin^*- . ', 

2110 croycooy had a,Mij ho^te ttot to podo ovop tip plcscfeotifla tof'oco wit 

tTDd olPlfjhfc* a xi^XQ fiapod cM dlclibsd by W 3 oXotoo* ftiko pXo^^tatle^ u (| 
Ipodtcd ctodir t^wvt id ato T.OaM’cpd^ Ocecia Cm!Ei.ty«. AXahayaa# ®fe©JP3i rasro abotrt fifto 
OXOTOO Xo oil cn to pXaxrtetlon*. 

to caly thXi!^ tot CtoS^ <m about to patoHoi*© cao to XittXq 

olymfe tliat hip Dctdiop need to OhXM3?caiB^^2jaa al^^^aip poa o4i[^p j 

tto •pet-or-rolXc?6* vil\ you if yOu dtot Xoc&. to oa^Xy smrp ttot • 

OtOStea ployed too jiqe^Xco,*., So Too teb y^mEsiG to go htrattflUt^S tot to did' CJpt te 50 ' i 

HdWnd*’ FijQh c2d STiXd c™ pXc?ttilhl ood they bed ell. toy- txated Of it^ 
to odtt Oto^ thiss^o that toy ted to odt TOO cytea voi^Ctcs&ioD Sa GTOiiy osoi driaa’ ; 
TOscftahlao oztd ftruit ia t^ijatop* 

notVQ t:ao eoM?ied l^ca C3^o pltartsatioa to cmotoff'by hoppo^itooiE# Sto oXdVpd . 
coXdca taroTOlod but xixon ^hSi^ did toy by any of tto oXooto bcoooo 

Plolc to mstop 002^ fop- to doste^ DtioTO oeSt:,- pcSjph^ ^aay of to cMioto ocM ■’ 



Ip-r'.'; 



Document 2; "Stephen Varner - Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Coosa County #3, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1. 



49 56 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



[ tfeo vfESm .djraiua#' 

^0 ^0 tflerofl tfiio eo^ jiif¥' 6 # wiWP 

■QjM ^68*© 'tfe$ 'W© to Etfty?Qi ^Ea &0 feal -^5i© -UtMa Mo SiiStW 

; .ha U 16 tSlmsS <&Si sa^ ^ a<^# 9tJ:> ,.e#®f ^ ®a4o- M teiii laie kw4 

;- to ^ '<m> W % M3- ^aa3%f. 

,\ fHig- jaSisz^ite CaG MS CS^ m 111®. %6Si%|Qe §& ^ W •«!» e« . 

\ "2e^33G OsS/Sficsij WS}^ gftgn tos^ CCje%Jk 2 &A 'iiu^ .jJle^ROO $W ■feM^o 

’ £i^ '^'wbaL fefco* SO^'iZF aw ffeg? p2 ^£ia ±jj^a^c33^ io^ §£ ^JO t5l^ '*(11::^ 

'■ to Ito' ©Mo - tois m to mD £#01 ^* jb 

kwo to£a o &cn<f tzki 2 g cc^o ^Istoo n^ .(3^ cto t»d pateS;# 

W 0lavv^,. 2t id 13^^ to i® B p @lesto.i> '^^to>f®32e ^ to®* t^'C!l4si»t iJfflro to 

! piato - cisato* to tos^ ^$jto toto to4. 0' ^ggpys* 

-to ®jio ii£o to Ikrti- gto sdE^ to0 fiitei ev©l^ ato«iS4 'to 
{2®^ to G® to ^SsnS^ a© tto touM l®fe Mii iss- 

' tiS3M..to 

’ ,Mtor tto tE# Gkwa’o .fcdiiiidif .ceS t;»^IliCiP toOS# ^ to 'toft? , 

0 to^' wo toratto todw eWl t! 0 O ■^to- SaS3®4? PflS® SMUijaCSS*. ® iC- 
yOS^S ©M Q^ ttto ©to g grg^a^il^J^ mL- sE^- Ol<)t^ 0^o4to (|P B]1fi©lha i li1 l P 0g» li^ 

, 4©0P 4B0fe t'!^^ yfef,g A to to o. ffiaPflto to to- Wtry ga(4M -®ff HO to 

a !pi^03P to 0 ^aito^ isto^iea fla r<sa^ flps&iQ^.' 
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«?G0k endlns Ayg*6, 1937* ‘ * U«iry*A. Poola^ 

®’260 Identification No,0149-4366 

®“200 Jll'ederal Bcoiect.Dlet.g. 

WfA IrojBot 5609 iJbtoile, Ala* 

OHAJRLIS AARONS, EX-S^TE, 6AI3 HI LOVW 

irOONG MAHailR irOHM, 

(tJtltten "by mxj A. Poole. ) 

Some frienda driving to Oak Grove » Ala., gave, the 

^iter the opportunity on Auguat 4tb to interview an old ox»Blave , 

Oherlle Aarons, who is quite venerable in oppearanoe , and wsio, vdien 

asked nis age, ,replledt 

"Madam, I dont know but I sure been •roucd here long 
time", and wiien asked bow old he was at the tios of the Surrender 
he answered: 






*^I was a men a.ble to do a inaa'a work so I *speots i was 
eighteen or twenty ye are old.^ 

TTnole Obarlls as he Is known smong hie ovti oolor and the 
white people Who toov;.!*' him, told the writer he was born at Peters- 
burg, Ta., end hia parental Aaron and Louisa, Were owned by a Mr. | 

I.K.lVhlte , mho had a store in the city, but no plantation. His I 

parents had three children, two boys and one girl, and when TMole 
CJharlle wae about ten years of age, be was sold by Mr. Iffiiite to a 
sipeoulator named lones who brought him to Uabile. He reoelled | 

being pl.aoed on the blook, at the elave mart on Royal and State atreetij 

and too anxiety of hearing the different people bidding for him, 1 

< 

being flndlly sold to a Jaaon Harrla^ vlho lived near ' 

Nettfton Station Id Janper County , Miss* | 

1 

'Dhole Oharlle never sow or heard of hie parents or 
brothers and sister again and never knew what beoame of them. 

Thiole Oharlle said Mr. Harris \vas a pretty rough maateri 
and scmemhat olose. All rations were weigbad out end ilmltod. He 
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Wftiaic ending Aue«6« 1937* ’ wary A, Bttoio, 

8-a60 : Idantlfloatiott Np,0149-4;566 

3-200 Federal ^rltere' £reieoit|&let«.2 

\!TPA Ppp3a,ot Ala* 

OfOARXilQ AARONS, IX-SLAVN., SAYS m LOYBD 

I 

YDUNO MAB301IR 

(Written by Mary A. Fooie,) 

bad a white overseer end a degro driver, who me the neaneet of ali.i 
Ur. Jaaon Harris had about sixty slavoa, and a large 
plantation of a hundred aores, the men and vooen worked in the 
fie Ids from six to six, except on Saturday, when they had. half day 
holiday to olean up generally. 

The home of the Hari^s fataiiy was a large two story - 
hduae and the quarters were the regular log oabins with olay 
ehlnmeys. They oooksd in their cabins, but during the busy season 
in the fieids their dinners .were sent out to them, eaoh slave 
beTitig his own tin pall marked with his name. V^ater would be sont 
out in a barrel mounted on an ox cart. 

The old men and waman Ihoked after the ohlldren of the. 
slaves While their pcurenta worked in the fields. 

li'Qieh the writer asked Uhole Oherlie, if his master or 
miotraso .oyer taught him to read or write, he smiled and Saldt 
**No, madam, only to v«>rk". 

\Then asked if they had any special festivities at 
Christmas or any other holiday, he replied: 

"No^ we had no speoial joltfioations'*, 

Saturday nights they could sing and dance in the quarters 
and have prayer meetings , then on some Sundays , they oould hlt(di 
up the mules to a big wagon and all go to the white folks dhurdh; 
end again there would be camp maetinga held and the .alaxes from 
pil the 8 uxT 0 \uiding plantations v/ould attend, going to some in 
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^edk eaSlag Aus »6t 1937* 
! 8*260 
3-200 



Mary. A. Popl®* 

Xdsutif i eati on lio.* 0149~43^ 
^doral Wrltars* Prbjadt,Diat*3» 
?®A Eroiaot 3609 ,. .IWobila, .Ala. 



OSARLIE AAB0E3 , , SAXS 38 

LOVED lOUNO MARSTEft JOBS. 

(Cofflpllaa by Mary A. Poole* ) 

thase large mgona* waetlnBo havliig four mules to a wagon* ajhey tlxan 
would Aavo a Jolly ti^ along tbe way, singing and oaillng to one 
enotner, and making frlenda. 

■ Unole Charlie, said, ha drove many a load of ootion In. 

the large mule wagona from Eewton Station to finterprise, MiaBiBSiplpi. 

TOien asked If that wasa^t a ohanoe to run away, te 



replledi 

*» 0 it away, why tCadeffl, those nigger dogs would track you 

A 

and all you got was a beating." 

naola Charlie seemed; to look off In the dlatanoe and 
said, you know. Madam, I never saw a slaye rebuked until 1 oamo to 
Mloalsslppl, end I Just couldn't underatand at first, but he grinned 
and sold; "Lardy, Madam, some of those niggers were onai^, too, and 
a nigger driver wee a drlvor sure enough*" 

When the Master's son John Horrla want to war, Charlie 
went with him ao hlo body guard, end ^«ien asked what his duties ware, 
ha replied: 

"I looked after Marster iTohn, tended the horses and 
the tents* I recalls wall, Madam, the siege of Vicksburg." 

The writer then asked ‘him If he wasn't afraid of the 

hhot end hhell ell around hlm, h.. 

"No , Madam , " he replied, " X kept nay in the back Whore 

the cemp wae, for I dlto't like to feel "the earth trembling 'neath 
my feet, but you see, Mad/am, I loved young 'Marster John* and he loved 
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Week eadliig Aug.6» 1937* 

S-266 

6»SOO 



4 / 

Mary A. Poole , 

Idontlfipatlott Ko.0149‘*4366 
Wederai Wlrltere' Spojeot.piet.a* 
m Project 3609,,tffobile, Ala. 



OHAHLIE AAKOMS, EX-OLAVS, aAYS HE 
LOVED IDUKQ MAH6T3SK JOHN. 

(Coiaplled by Mary A. Poole. ) 

me, and I Juat had ■to vatoh oyer that boy, and he caae through all 



ttaoie Charlie said lyhea tSiey were told the Yankees weie 
oodlng through from their headqaartara In Meridian, Mlsaiaslppl, 
warned of th'elr raids, they all made to the awatops and staid until 

" 1 

they had passed cap hut that the Yanheea did not disturb the tTaeoh 
Harris plantation* 

After the Surrender Oharlie ocuae to Mobile and worlOBd 
at the. Yanlcee Oampp living In the' located in Holly* s Garden*, i 

He drove their wagons and was paid $14*00 a month and his keep* 

After hlD discharge he worked on steamboats and followed different 
lines of work, being eiq^loyed for Beverol years at Mr* M*L*Davls* 
saw millp and la ai; present living on the Davis place at Oak Grovoi 
Ala*p on old Southern home p with quar.tere originally built for the ^ 

employees of the mill and still known as the '*ouarters^p and like 
other ahto^belluM homes they have their private burying ground on 

4 

the place. 



Dhole Oharlie wae morrled four times, but now a widower. 
He had four ohildren^ two boys who. are dead, aud two girls, one 
Carrie Johnson, a widow, living In Kuohla, Ala., and the other, SUa 
Aarons, a grass widow, living in liobile , Ala. 

Dhole Oharlie says he saw Jeff. Da via as on old man, 
.after the war at MlBaiaaippl City Mss. , and theu his face lit up, 
and be soldi **Walt a minute, MAdam, i s%w anoliier prssidant, let me 
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Weak endlii^ Au0.6» 1957* ° Ma3?y A. Boole f 3 

fih260 « lAentlfloAtlptt Ko«01^»4366 

6-200 Federal I’/titere* Projeot»Dist*2* 

WPA Erolaot 3609. -JJbblle,. Ala* 

CSABLIB AJiROm, 1X-SLA^» SA73 HB 

' lotto tOtJKG MAH^TER JOHN. 



(Compiled by uary A* Foole. ) 



t> , , <■ 

tblnk|- Yea. Madam , I saw President Grant.** **He aaoe through Itoblle 

4t- t. 

from New Orleans, and my) there was a big parade that day.** 

When asked about Abraham Unooln. Uaole Oharlla thought 
awhllQ. cmd onsWoredt 



o 

**Aooording to wbat was issued out in the Bible . there: 
was a tikOB for slavery, people had to be punished for their a In. and 
then there was a slms for it not bo be. and the Lord had opened a 
good view to Nr. Llnooln. and he promoted a good Idea.*^ 

V/heu he was asked about Booker Y.Wanhlngton ho' repllOdt 
** It was traversed out to him until the white folks took 
part with him and helped him oarry on.** 

Uncle Oharllo thiiUcs the present day folks are bad end 
wloked. end dont realize anything like the old folka. 

Charlie la a Baptist, became one when he sou^t the 
Lord end thinks all people Should be religious. 



BIBLIOCBAPHYt Psraanal aontaot with Uhole Charlie Aarons, 
Oak Grove, Ala, 



Document 3: "Charlie Aarons, Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 5. 
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i&lloe Barton I 



■ty 



O^' 



DOtPH PAMAtt~SS-BlAVE. 



Polptk Bartnaia wnn torn i^hty«*fi^re years ago, n§ar Knoxvllld* Aiai> 

in Oroono Qoimty. Be no^ lives at the Orsana Qounty tome ond tea been ' 

i 

there for many sreare. ilia old eh-aiavo ta totally blind, 

^a4 and fllda Farham tniro his parents* fbty vere also bom near ' 
Knoxville r Alabama j 

B6!)4?b ^ae ft small boy during slavery daye. Wo Job vas to drive * 
and rat Oh the oowa and ho;^? barry the water for the ®ls House* j 

•X wore homemade epun clothes made by My ^ end my Matlas,*' said 
Oiplph, ^ tjore braes toed shoos that sae out grOttn by the master's i 

ohlldreti, Sams winters he did not have any ehoas* I 

, . ■ I 

Oftorgb Parham, the master and Sylvia Parham the mlatteoo. j 

^Master ®eorgo shore was good to me, but ha boHevad in do ihippln' 1 

If 1 didn't work,* eaye Bolph. { 

lar, Sobrga Parham's plantation was not very large, about one huirit** 
dred and fifty acres* fwsnty elaveo worked tblo plantation* 

I 

The Slaves bad to got up in the raornlngs In time to get their 

bpoakfast, feed the stook and he x bs ready to go to the field as soon 

as It was light enough for them to see the maotor would wake the slaves 
by calling at their door* 

There was not a ohuroh on the plantation. The master and family 
vent to ohuroh In the wagons and the Slaves walked behind* 

Hr* (►eorge Parham was o dootor and always oared for his slaves well* 
Jtolph never married* He oontlnotd to live trtth his master after 
the war* 



Document 4: "Dolph Parham - Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave 
Narratives - Greene County, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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^®**Sareti Fowler 
JacK ICytle^ 



D em Dave 7/uz He ll 



Pella 9ar lie lives at 45 Stone Street, Montgomery,; 
, and inslata she la 100 years old. Dnlike many of the old Negroes of the 

f 

* , South, oho hi^ks no good worda for olov.ory dnyo or the bid maatorb, 

f 

I 'declaring; "Dem days vmt belli" 

I .She eat on her front porch and assailed the taking 

j of young children from mothers and eelllhg thnm in dlffarcnt, parts of 
1 the co'uhtry. 

\ ♦ 

“I wua growed up when de v/ar come," ehe aald, "an* 

: I wut a mother befo* It closed* Babies wua snatched from delr mother* a 

1 ^ 

I breae* an* sold, to dpec^lators* Ohllluns separated from sisters an* 
brothqre an* navor oaw each other a^lru 



1 



"Course dey cry; you thlnJt dey not ory when dey wua 



I odd lai battle? I could tell you *bout it all day, but even den you 
! obUldn*t gueao de awfulnesa of lt« 

! . j "lt *0 bad to belong tp folks dat own you soul an* 

, body; can tie you'up tb a*tree, wld yp* face to de tree- an* yo* 

' A : ' 

t arms fsotened tight ax^oun’ It; ?;ho^ take a long ourlln* an* cut 

de blood ever* lick* 

"Polks a mile away could hear dem awful whlJpplngs* 

, Doy Y/ua n turriblo part of llvln*,** 

Della said she was born, at "Powhatan, Virginia, aiid 

I 

' me the youngeat of thirteen chtlda^en* 

f/ ■ . _ 

Document 5: "Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Writers' Project Slave Narratives - 
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1. 
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j "I never aeed any of my brothers aii' eisterij 

i *oept brother William," she eelda "Hini dn’ rllCr nn' me v/uz brought 

I ^ 

I In a epeoulator'e drove to Rlohmon' an' put In a warehouse v/id a 
I drove of other niggers. Den we wuz all put on a blooi an' sol* to do 
i hlghes* bidder. 

! 1 

®I never oeod brother William agin. Idammy an* m® 

i As^ ^ 

; wua sold to a man by •«Sj® name of Carter, who wux do sheriff of do 

I f\ 

county. 



"No'mi dey wnr'nt no good times at hla house. He 
, wux a widower en' his daughter kept house for hlcii I fauraed for her, an* 
' one day 1 wuz playln* wld de baby. It hui-t ito 11*1 hnn' an* commenced 
to cry, an* she whirl on mo, pick up a hot iron an* run It all 

down my arm an' han*. It took off de flesh when she done It. 

“Atter ar/hllei maltster marrlod agin; ^ut things 
v;ar*nB no better® I aeed hlo wife blAckin* her eyebrows wld smut one 

1 

^dayi eo I thought I*d black mine Jeflt for fun. I rubbed ooine aniut on 
I ray eyebrov;s an* forgot to rub It off i an* sho botched ffle® She \y^z 
’ pov,rerful mad an* ynllad) *You black devil, 1*11 show you how to mook 
your bettera. * 



\ 

I 



s 



I 



"Den she pick up a atlok of Btovev;ood an* flails it 
a^n^my head. I didn't know nothin* more *till 1 coane to, lyin* on 
de floor* I heard de mlstus say to one of de glrlaJ *1 thought her ' 

thick skull and ooP of wool oould toko it better than that. * 

kapt on ntayln* dere, on* one night de marster oomo , 
In drunk an* eet at de table wid his head lollih* oroun*. I wujs waltln* 

1 

on de table, an* he look up on* neo me. 1 wuz skeered, an* dat madd him j 

..J 



Document 5: ”Dem Days Wuz Hell,” Federal Writers’ Project Slave Narratives - 
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2 . 
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ewful mad* He called arl overseer eri' tdl' bin* •lalte 1105? out ari' beef 
some sense In her. * 

■I begin to cry an* run an' run In do night; but finally I . 

; run' bacit by do Q.uarters &n‘ heard sasuoy callin' lie* I wept in» ah' 

! raght away dey come for ac. u horae was atandln' In front of a© house, 

r . \ ' 

I vnit took da^r very ni^t to Blehmon' an' sold to 0 epebulator 
“agin. I never seed tny icaammy ariynbre. 

1' ^ . 

"I has thought mahy times through all dese years how mammy 

» » 

looked dat night. She pres ae.d ray han' in bofe of ’hers .an' eaidt 'B© ' 

j good an' trus' In d© Lawd. ' 

“Tihetih' was de only hope of da pore blaok orlttiere In dem 
. days. Us Jest prayed fer etreneth to endure It to de end. We :dldn*t 

I ' ■ ■ 

i 'spect nothin' but to stay in bondage 'till we. died. 

^ "I was sol* by do speculator to a man in MoOonough, X 
: don't r^oll^t hie narae, but he wae openin' a big hotel at McDonough, 

, an* bought me to wait on tables. But vhen de time come aroun' to pay 
, for mo, hto hotel dona fail. Don do Atlanta man dat bought de hotel 
bought me,- tooi^ 'Po( long, doughj X was sol' to a men by de narae of 
, Sai’iic, dovm In toulslana, an' I stayed \7id him 'till I nua fr|ed. I 
I mia a re^iXdr flsl' han ' . (^jgg glpiplqiyln ' an' hooln' an’ oJ^ppln* 
cotton. 

"Ue heard ta^*©© 'bout de war, but us didn't pay ho 
''tentlon.‘ Us never drenraed de^t freedoia would ever comev" 

Della was as3ted If the slaves ever had any parties or dances 
, on her plantation. 

tSHo'hi, ■ she replied, "us didn't .have no partlepi n&thln' Isk 
dat, Be didn't haVe ho clothes for goin* 'roun. I never had a under-- 

i - * * - . < < 

Document 5: "Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Writers’ Project Slave Narratives - 
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3. 




59 BESTCOPY AVAILABLE 

66 



Dhlrt until jBot bqfo^ my first chll* vias borned. I had notMn^ 

but a ohirmfiiy nn* a slip for d^es 0 > aii’ it \s\iz made out^qh dq phsapes* 
cloth dat could bo bought; unbleaohod clothi ^in|^r^coeirsO| but madq 
to lae • b 

“tJc dldn*t know nothin^ oept to work. Us wiia up by three or 

r 

four in 4© mornin* an* evoi^’body got 4ey eoaie.thln* to eat. in 4© tltfllien. 
Dey didn't give UB no way to eooki hot* nothin* to oook in oui* pahinp. 
Soon Pa us dyesfied ua de hitohen. an* got our piece of; cbi*h- 

^ bread. Dey wuzh' t Hvan^Sljpj’ enlt in it, dem las* yeans* .Dat -piece- of 
o,orn'brosd*'iHP. wuz all us had for bij^ihfua*, on* for auppor^ ue-had d© 
seme. 

"For dinnsr us had boiled vittleo; greens, peas an? nome^ 
„timeg beans. Coffee? Wo'jn. ufl neyer Miovred nothin' 'hout coffee. 

"One iDornin* I 'momhors 1 had started to de flel', ein* on 
de way I loo* my plaoe bf bread. I didn't know what to do. I atorted 
back to try to fin* it, ah’ it- was too dai’k to aao. But I walk, baok ■ 
raght slow, an* had a dog dat woUced wld me. He went on aheadf an* 
atter awhile t ooiob on him lyin' dere guardin' dat piece of bread. Hp 
nevor touche.d It, so I gived him some of it. 

"Jus* befo' de war I married a nan naked Ohatfieid from 
another plantation; but he was took off to war an' I never aoed hlin 
D^n. .Alter awhile I married a bey on do plantation named SSlles 

J^apQa a-arlic had two boye in da war. i^en day. went 
off da EaeBa an’ mia4»»« cried, but It made us glad to flee dom ory. Dey 
made us' cry so imich. 

"Ihen wc knowed we vma free, everybody wanted to git, 

Out, De rule mis dat if you stayed in yp* Oabln you could keep It, 

Document 5: "Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Writers' Project Slave Narratives - 
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 4. 
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but if you luf*, you loia* It, M11 b& tnifi wOrkln* et Wetumpka, ftn' he 
slipped in an’ out no us could keep on liyin' in do oablh. 

“tSy eecon' bdby soon come, an' ra^ht den i made up my 
aiin' to go to Wetpnypka vt?hers liLlea vma workin* fop de raUilroad* I 
vent on dovn dere .en' Bettleda^si^ dotm* 

“AtteP Miles died, 1 l&ved dfiPe long aa 1 oould an' 
den cojoe to Montgomei’y to live ivid my eon. I's'e eatln' white bread 
- now an' havin' do heet time of ny life* But when dd Lawd say,. 'Della, 
well done; come up higher,' I'll be glad to go.'' 

- • m 



Document 5: "Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Writers* Project Slave Narratives - 
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 5. 
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Lesson 3: Point of View: Accounts of Former 

Slaveholders 



1 . Background Information for Teachers: 

Slavery is most often studied from the point-of-view of the slaveholder, since written 
records are numerous. This lesson studies slavery from the view of slaveholders. James 
A. Tait was a wealthy slaveholder in Wilcox County, Alabama. He recorded notes about 
his slaves, including births and family relationships, in a memorandum book. He also 
recorded his thoughts and advice to his children on the management of slaves and his 
plantation. 

We can also learn about slavery from the point-of-view of slaveholders through 
interviews done in the twentieth century. In 1912 Herman Clarence Nixon sent 
questionnaires to former slaveholders and their children as he was preparing a study on 
slavery in Alabama. The questionnaire solicited information on slaves' housing, clothing, 
food, employment, family life, education, entertainment, religion, morality, treatment by 
their owners, escapes, punishment, emancipation, and relationships and attitudes toward 
free Negroes and nonslaveholding whites. Nixon was bom in 1886 in Calhoun County, 
Alabama and he died in 1967. Nixon was an author, educator and sociologist, who is best 
remembered as a member of the Vanderbilt (or Nashville) Agrarians and for his active 
role in Southern social politics of the 1930s and 1940s. 

For more information on Nixon see: 



Sarah Newman Shouse, Hillbilly Realist: Herman Clarence Nixon of Possum Trot. The 
University of Alabama Press, 1986. 



2. Learning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this activity, students should be able to: 

1. Describe the housing and living conditions of slaves. 

2. Describe the concerns of slaveholders in regard to health and well being of 
their slaves. 

3. Describe the type of clothes slaves wore and food they ate. 
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4. Explain the difference in the types of work performed and the status of 
each. 

5. Describe the treatment of slaves by their masters. 

6. Analyze the importance of religion in the lives of slaves. 

7. Analyze and explain the differences of treatment of slaves from one 
plantation to another. 



3. Suggested lesson: 

1. Make copies of Documents 1, 2, 3, and 4. 

2. Distribute copies of Document 1 to each student and ask them to read the 
questions. 

3. Divide the class into three groups and assign a different document to each 
group. Instruct each group to read their document and answer the 
following questions: 

a. Was the correspondent conscientious in answering the questions? 

b. Consider the time period when the questions were answered. 

c. How old was the correspondent at the beginning of the Civil War? 

d. Compare the answers with the descriptions of slavery given in 
Lesson 2. 

e. Compare the answers with the descriptions of slavery in your 
textbook. 

f Locate DeKalb County, Wilcox County, East Lake, on an Alabama 
map. 

g. Compare the treatment of slaves on large plantations with those on 
smaller farms. (In the 1850 U. S. Census a person who owned 
more than 50 slaves was identified as a planter; persons owning 
fewer than 50 slaves were identified as farmers.) 

h. Discuss possible reasons that former slaves might return to the 
plantation after they were emancipated. 

4. Ask the students to write a story from the point of view of a former slave 
making the decision to return to the plantation or to make a new life away 
from the plantation. 

5. Make copies of Documents 5 and 6. What do these notes tell us about 19th 
century views on health, medicine, and sanitation? 
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DOCUMENTS: 



Document 1: "Slavery Questionnaire," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire 
on Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/ 
lessonS/docl.html 

Document 2: "O.J. McCann letter," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on 
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/ 
lesson3/doc2.html 

Document 3: "J.W. Winston letter," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on 
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/ 
lesson3/doc3.html 

Document 4: "D.W. McIntosh letter," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on 
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/ 
lesson3/doc4 .html 

Document 5: "Regulations for the sickly season," James A. Tait Memorandum 
Book, Tait Family Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ 
slavery/lesson3/doc5 .html 

Document 6: "Negro houses," James A. Tait Memorandum Book, Tait Family 
Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/ 
lesson3/doc6 .html 
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SLAVERY 




Cabina and quctrtevs- 






'V' -' ':'"i i^v'V 



Con&ttnctiou, includiiijr walls, flopr, wiJidowSi dooti 
civuuiiey, rpof,,porca, shea. 

Ftitniture, including bed arid bedditiw,' chairs, table, 
etc. 

/<*• , '-.I./-' j/ M-r I> i ,;-.c „ .......37 

CookiiiR- and eating, arranj^eiiients, plates^ utensi etc. 
^ fires, fuel and where they got them? 

Number pf rooms and,nuiober,Uvingin.thein. , „ 

Were all reaiioukhly 

Clotkpig, Shoes, Mo.— 7!,; ■ 

Whatjdid. they wear?,\ j,,^ ,vr.7 -.rmi 

\V’hut^was they, early) allo\vaiice?? . . .• < > I ,/ 

' - lVvW;hd thAd^;tJi.^thsaAid*fl;Ptri What.mai^iaRi;. rit 7 ir, 7 

]FObdr^ ^ r't v,i'P,^7^ H’v./ f.!, 

?0 'iu »ur. tWC‘l’KS? >•'» 

W^hat vvasgiven them toeat?. 

What was (he , allowance pfr negro? 

, Did they get any extras, and hovy? 

Who did' ther cdPlciri^.'aTid JidW di^^^^ 

hands? . /ivi' v.^fv' ■.ilaf-h h'} r'-n% j 

iviU> 

What duties did the various si ay.^j, hay^lo,. |>e rf oc m > ^ 
WliatjWece the. hours o,f work and..the bplidays^?. 



irili^r^feach* rhc'^^fietd 



The employment of .old, yoiniB, an d i nfirnri 










Any instances of slaves workijig iu cottou^.faetdries, or 

'■ 'othrir 'factories rl^<lrilririg:^^6^^^ “ ''=' ' 

What do you thiuk of the effect! venws of slhve ‘ - labor 
• • compared 'vyith-negro l&bor t^^ Gompairea day’s 



Document 1: "Slavery Questionnaire," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on 
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama, page 1. 
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- r. ' work then witU a day’s 

What interest did the average slave show for his master’s 
welfaire? 



MoneiJ rriade hy sl<ive$.~- 

^ V V ’ ' ^ > I '■ 1 ' \ V* ’V A <• V ■'■ 'i i ■ 

. How did they make it, and did they accumulate any? 
Atiy chses where they, b’oujfht their own h^^ddhi? 

. ■■ ' -. v' I . ' <t; i' V 

What did they make for sale, and to whom did they sell 

“ ''•it?-* ' '■ ■■' ' ' ■ " ' " ' 

, . Were they ever rented out by their masters, aiid what 

/•■'j '-'''V. ’ ^ r’-r, 

was the rent 

- i , i ■ l-j-.’’. h . ri ' r 

iny in 

hiB owdme'froW hishiaster and then 'Worked out 



Mention any instance that ybu c^^ where a ' slave hired 
iiB otvn dme' froW hishiaster and th< 

(pr wa’^S.ioi^ by, contract?' "'"'■S”- •' I.- v- ■''' 

family life of sloLves— ^ ^ . . r , v ; > 

How was the cerettibny of mairiajfe performed?- ' 

To what extent was the m'airfhKe neiaUou^"^^^ * 

Gan you Kive ius'thnces'hf devotion-of' husband anW<wife? 
Do you know any instances of great or iastingi -grie^ 
caused by the separation of husband and wife, or of 
child from parent? ‘ zc!-. .'. 

■ . , ’Ou' 'i'Zir ■ 

Arriusements— , . . - 

I ^ ; Cpm,,shuchin gs,; .Christmas, celebratiq^^ , eb: ti , , » , ' , f ;/ 

Can you give any of their favorite songs? ■ .j: •! 
What musical instruments did they use hesides ,.the banjo 
• and fiddle. 

Gam^-dancingj^^ j /’ 

Edueation^ \ , % , 

, Hpyf ^ ,pr wri au w hp ta 

... How* much they 

'1 \ '■ , J ■ '-4/ ,v; • 

Were the mulaltow. smarter vthah^t^^^^ 

Keligioy^r"' , ' ' - " ■ * ’ '• ■' 

. i.What wah the hatiire bf 'their servibee? • ' ' ‘ J’'*' ^ 



Document 1: "Slavery Questionnaire," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on 
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama, page 2. 
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^ How 'did' they celebrati baptism 'and cbmmdnidnf' 



When were, they'held, and , where; in the .white, churches 
' ,or.iii the negro .churches? ^ y,.,,. 

Did they have any special preachets^ White or blahk? 



H t . ■'•rt W 



'A 



How was ohurck discipline administered, and by whom? 
What portion of slaves attended chuich? r , 

Who taught them ;ii^-3unday. School? . , ^ , 

'To what deuomination did they belong? 

Did their religion affect their lives? 

What were their favorite hymns jand pairages of the' 6ible? 

Tb'^What exWnt were fighting, 

,driaking^;cu^si^gi gambli 1 lg(^,pr other faults? , > 

»' ' Whkt can ^youday Of thfe virthe Of slaved women?" ? 

i r'r Tj ^ i. ■ ^ 1 * ' " ■* , , t ; ■ '9 

i*dtrol, Passes, ana Ruii~(i~waysr- ^ , 

For what purposes were passes granted, ..and. were they 
''necessary?' " ■' 

\yhat were the duties of the patrol,* and how 
' -they executed? > i. . 

Instances of running away>and= the reasons.'' 

Where were thOy.tryihg to go?;; " i ■■ ‘ , i' r 

Treatment of Slaves-4 " 

*' FOf^what acts were they whipp^,^ how much? * ' 

Who did the whipping? , ... * * 

Can you give instances of masters who never whipped 
their slaves. - . . . , 

Gan you give instahceadf cruertreatment, either by ex- 
whipping, ur, by luBuflSiciOT fppd pr, j^olothing, 
oriotherwise? . 1 -, -t,.. >■»•: " ' 

(Name not necessary) 

Aay instances where the commnuity interfered against 
cruelty, by ostracism, warning, indictment or otherwise? 



Document 1: "Slavery Questionnaire," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on 
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama, page 3. 
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cOib/ W.t at slaves was:trea:ted;badly? 

Can you grive any iustancesbf'^remarkaBle devotion be- 

jand"§la^^ s^.'n ,ov. ' y:.,' j 

Instances. ,pf .serious . prime, cqm^^ricd^ slave <au d, the 

. Omiishment. 

Were families separated by salei by dividing estates, etc. 



How were the sick 'caVed 'fot? 









Mmanct 



How were mothe3ra’'a'na' ybuiig babira dkred Tdri ■ •' 

r: . 'V^-' ■’l.’.j'b 

;a(/:'itistat|5es,and;^ E;.i:-''w tc.'r\,V 

Any instance where the emancipated slave voluntarily 
returned to slavery? ' ^ '' •; i- . 

,M (jtj)!!/as aiiy'.ouei in}-your:pQgimu,iri.ty .pppospd tp ^slayerj^i' 

Were adw-plan^iproppsedlih ypur eoikiiiunityjforifcgettiug 
rid ipf-iri ; sujrii; .as 'gfod uti I emanci parianf^or pplc^J zation? 
Were anv slave insurrectious, planued or suspected in 
your region?'' 

How did they make a living IdsJifssi.'j ¥jiA3 
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S. M. ftirncr 

SciMtitn fourth iuhtrial Cfrruft 
Camiien, Alabama 



Mr. H. C. JJlxon, 

Merrell Von, Ala. 

T??y Do&r Sir:- ‘ 

Your favor of recent flat© received. I take 
pleasure in furnishing tlie following infortaatlon re- 
garding slavery. 

CABINS Mn> QUAR'JERS 

catlne were generally one- and two-roomed. 

They were oonetruoted of pine poles, had plant windows 
and floors, end vjere oeilod. 

The, slaves were raaulrsd to malm their own 
fufniture. This was plain, nude, and oonsisted mainly 
of a tohle, benoheo, and e fow ohairo. 

The oehins had one and two rooms. A slave 
• garni ly was hpusod In a two-rooci oebin. 

The rooms were ell ceiled up well, and ware 
very oomfortahle in winter. 

CLOTHING, SHOJ2S, ETC. 

The slovea were fumlehed with good warm 
clothing which was made of kerseys end osnaburg. 

They were allowdd four suits a year. These were 
made hy the white woman and the negro aeametreases on the 
place. The ’’Lady of the white House” superintended the 
making . 

FOyD 

Their food oonBlated mainly of haoon, bread, 
potatoes end peee. 

3 i/3 to 4 pounds of moat waa the allowanoo 
per week. Thoy Ijod little ”©xti'o patches” wMoh they 
worked at odd times end made money to purchase extras. 

They did their cooking at night for the following 
day. They generally ate their breakfast at hAme and carried 
their dinner to the fielfte In little bucket. 

WOHK AT TID3 HOUSE, IH THE FIELD, IN TOVTl^, ETC. 

Their work was mainly ploughing, nhoelng, end 
splitting rails, and any kind of work that would nature Lly 
be performed about e plantation. The work houTS waa 
from sun-up to siin-dovTn. They were ellowed holidays at 
Christmas end on 4th July. 

Document 4: ”D.W. McIntosh fetter/’ H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on 
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama, page 1. 
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^ U. (Eurn^r 

Vrportrr fouctb }ubiclal Cirruti 
(fUmtbrn^ Alabama 




Z 

I’he old, young, end infirm, did nothing miioh; 
hut were well oered for. 

'I know of no inotanco of 010700 working in cot- 
ton faotorles eto. 

A eleve did from two to three time 8 ou much work 
. 00 the* everego negro of today. 

The elavee took great intereet in the master wel- 
fare, a 8 a rule 

mmsri iiabs jby slseks 

The alovee made a little money from o ‘^potoh” 
which thoy worked when they flnlehad their taak^ hut 
tlioy did not aocamalate en^hing. 

,I know of no oaao where they "bought their 

freedom. 

The made ootton ond prodtioo, which they sold 
to morohants* 

They were not rented out hy their masters, hut 
aometitnee ae eotato would put the slevee ''on the hjLock** 
and ront them out. IF 

I do not know of any Instance where e sieye hired 
hla tiiBs from the master ond worked out for wages or hy 
opntreot, 

PAMiXY T-IPK OP 3 LAVJ 3 S j 

The mar ri age oeremony was per foamed then, as to- 
day, a negro preacher offioiating. 

The marriage relation was fairly well ohaerved, 
end in some instenooe the negroes were true as the whl'to 
people. , 

AiyiusniajitiTs j 

Bones Tvere the mein Instrumente aseO. hesldeB the ' 

banjo en& fiddle, also petting their hands. { 

I 

KBUCATIOH i 

Most of the teeohing that was done, was hy the 
white hoys, A few of the slaves could reed, hat only a 
very few could write, fhey wore very good at figuring 
and counting, as they generally had a good memory. 

The diulattoes were smarter then the hlacke, as a 
rule* though some of the pure nogDoee showed remarkeble 
aptitude . 

RELIGIOH 

The religion then was about the same as now* The 
' minister would read out two lines and the oongrogatlon 

Document 4: "D.W. McIntosh letter," Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on 
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*3 

i^ould. telco thOT up cx&d oing* . 

'i'ho nagroeii) end white some times had separate 

chorchaa. but often the negroes used the 
whan they Tied no eervlooo. Also when tha white s had 
■proaohlng, a oerteln. part was sot off fox the negroes 
to use and they attended freely. 

raimltieB that had nogro preeohar'a, in abeenae ofnwhite 

tnlnis B laves es e rule had their own negro preoohf>ra, 

some of ISieio remerkahLe. 

fhey celebrated the rites of heptism and communion, 
llaarly all of the elaves ettonded ohuroh. 

’jL'here was no Sunday SohCol. .... 

5 Jhejr belonged mostly to the Baptist ana iiietho- 

dist dharch. 

HORAL.I!i:Y 

'fhoy did not have b high, sense of morality, flxey 
would eteali fight* drink, gamble etc., whenever a good 

woman war. Ilrtuona. Out 

some were. 

PATROL, PASaiiS, end HUJr-A-TJAYS 

paesaa ware granted for the slave to go from one 
meotero pr.amlseB to another's, ’i’hla mQ reQUlrefl oil the 

time by soma, but only a few. at..*.,. 

, V/here It \f&B reiulrod, it wee the patrols duty 
to see that they had. their pesfies, and when they did not 
they were given a lloMngr-frora l£ to 39 

^ A slave TOuld oontotimos run away when they feared 
6 whltping from the master, rhey would take to the woods, 
or hide with some other negro, aoldora th%t 

they tried to got entirely out of the country. 

•,l'RBati.bsht of aiiAVisa 

, i'ha Slavas wei'e whipped for a tea ling mostly, 

1 imd for diaobedlence , stealing, fighting, etc. 

"•jj 0 master or hversecr did the \ 5 hix 2 plng. some- 

1 times the negroes did it. .... . _ * 

' aost of the mastdrs whipped their elaves, but 

i • a few did not. Swin McIntosh never whlppedm his slaves. 

j't was very seldom that a slave was cruelly »roated 
! by his owner. They wore vrall taken oaro , always had good 

I and Buffiolent food and clothing. 

I know of no Inateuce whore ITio c onimiuiity inxor- 
! fered in any way on account of bed treatment, 

i Only 8 small portion of the slaves were treated 

i badly. ^ recall, but there were a good many in- 
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i. a. burner 

firportn fonith fultirfal QLirruft 
Cflmitrn, Alabama 



f 



4 

Btfinooe vvliere e lavas ahowe roinerkabla davotiojl for their 
mpeters. 

Ihe slaves were punishatl Tor orlma then oa now . 
'Vhan. eantonood to hang, the state re Linliurued the owned 
to the extant of one-naif the ve Lae of oriminel. 

39111 a time B families were dlviadd. hy aale, and 
diviaion of estato, hut whenever posslhla fauillies xe9 
cnslned Intaot. Jt was only whan it v®8 impoeelhlo to 
keei> them tpgathar that they were divided. 

The elok \Toro oared for Just the aeme as were the 
whites or maater's fatolly. They were ganerally hrought 
up to the "^Vhite housB'* and well cared for hy the owners, 
doctors provided, end ovory attention given. 

The mothers end ohildren were well taken ooro of. 
A child was worth ahout §100.00. 

I5ICAlI0I?ATI0:iI 

A Slava was emonoipiitod for faithful Bervloe, 
or where there was a spacifll atteohment between maetor 
and a levo . 

I loKnw of no instanoe where omancipeted slave 
returiied to voluntary eervituila. 

Thoro wore a few in this coioiuiknlty opposed to 
Slavery, hut there were no plana made for gradual einanoi- 
patlonj ox 00 Ionisation. 

Uo inQurroctlons were planned or suspeoted in 
this naighhorhood. 

FBBEq H3CRCES 

Thoro \iB 0 only one free negro in our ooihmunl ty , 

ne made hla living by brlok masonry. 

Bid not xs ovm any aiaVea. 

Ho opoolal 3 : 0 gu la t ions foi* frure negro. 

H0H-SI.ATO-H01a)lHG-V/HI233 

The condition of the poor white was about the. 
Bama then, as now. 



1 lived in Wi Icpjc 0 unty, Aie1;aine , and my answers are | 

bases on conditions as they there existed. I 

? 

Youro truly* I 
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